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TOWN  OFFICERS 


Moderator 
Clarence  O.  Libby 

Selectmen  and  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
John  K.  Sargent  Andrew  O.  Nicol  Charles  W.  Morrell 

Assessors 

George  B.  Crofut . Term  expires  1932 

Harold  Whiting . Term  expires  1933 

Clifford  R.  Howe . Term  expires  1934 

Town  Clerk 

D.  Edward  Flynn 

Tax  Collector 

A.  Raymond  Waterhouse 

Town  Treasurer 
Roy  C.  Journeay 

Muicnipal  Light  Commissioners 

Louis  B.  Davis . . . Term  expires  1932 

Richard  E.  Sargent . Term  expires  1933 

John  Marshall . Term  expires  1934 

Municipal  Light  Commissioners 

Louis  B.  Davis . Term  expires  1932 

Richard  E.  Sargent . Term  expires  1933 

John  Marshall . Term  expires  1934 

School  Committee 

Harry  A.  Pease . Term  expires  1932 

Annie  W.  Hoyt . Term  expires  1933 

Willard  T.  Kelly . Term  expires  1934 

Trustees  of  Cemeteries 

Charles  A.  Lancaster . Term  expires  1932 

Clarence  0.  Libby . Term  expires  1933 

Richard  A.  Sargent . Term  expires  1934 
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Trustees  of  Public  Library 


Abbie  W.  Sargent . Term 

Frank  E.  Walker . : . Term 

Laura  R.  Jewell . Term 

F.  Leslie  Viccaro . Term 

John  B.  Judkins . Term 

Alvin  F.  Heath . Term 


expires  1932 
expires  1932 
expires  1933 
expires  1933 
expires  1934 
expires  1934 


Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 

Fred  A.  Reardon . . Term  expires  1932 

Richard  A.  Sargent . Term  expires  1933 

Alden  B.  Morse . Term  expires  1934 


Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of 
John  E.  Currier  Edgar  P.  Sargent 


Clarence  O.  Libby 
Oran  W.  Burke 
George  B.  Crofut 


James  P.  Donahue 


Tree  Warden 

Charles  R.  Ford 

Town  Counsel 
F.  Leslie  Viccaro 

Chief  of  Police 
James  P.  Donahue 

Patrolman 
Leon  L.  Dow 

Special  Police 

Geo.  W.  Goldsmith 
James  F.  Pease 
Edward  J.  O’Keefe 

Constables 
Leon  L.  Dow 


Wood  and  Bark 

Byron  H.  Sargent 


Alexander  M.  Sullivan 
Obed  O.  Skillings 
Harold  M.  Waterhouse 

George  W.  Goldsmith 


Engineers  of  Fire  Department 

Aaron  A.  Hume  Fred  O.  Bailey  J.  Arthur  Ollis 

.  Town  Accountant 

James  C.  Pease 
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Inspector  of  Milk  and  Slaughtering 
Fred  H.  G.  Chase 

Inspector  of  Wiring 
John  E.  Bean 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Harold  R.  Eastman 

j 

Moth  Superintendent 
Charles  R.  Ford 

Forest  Warden 
Aaron  A.  Hume 

Burial  Agent 
Benjamin  C.  Flanders 

Sworn  Weighers 

Byron  H.  Sargent  Alice  J.  Hoyt  Edward  H.  Preble 

Walter  Stillings 

Superintendent  of  Streets 
Edward  C.  Emerson 

Town  Forest  Committee 


James  T.  Colgan . Term  expires  1932 

Charles  R.  Ford . Term  expires  1933 

Frank  N.  Rand . Term  expires  1934 

Registrars  of  Voters 

George  W.  Berry  D.  Edward  Flynn  Mortimer  E.  Sullivan 


J.  H.  Parker  Thornell 
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LIST  OF  APPROPRIATIONS 

Appropriations  voted  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting, 

March  2,  1931. 


General  Government : 


Moderator..  .  . .  $15.00 

Selectmen .  750.00 

Accountant . . . .  1 , 100 . 00 

Treasurer .  300 . 00 

Tax  Collector  for  1930 .  790.00 

Assessors .  800 . 00 

Town  Counsel .  100.00 

Town  Clerk .  250.00 

Registrars .  125.00 

Bonding  Town  Officers .  210.00 

Election  Officers .  115.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance .  700.00 

Town  Hall  Repairs .  500 . 00 


Total  for  General  Government 


$5 , 755 . 00 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 


Police  Department . $4,700.00 

Fire  Engineers .  200 . 00 

Fire  Department .  3 , 500 . 00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures .  100.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring .  100.00 

Moth  Department .  1 , 100 . 00 

Tree  Warden .  250.00 

Town  Forest .  200.00 

Forest  Warden . 200.00 


Total  for  Protection  and  Property 


$10,350.00 


Health  and  Sanitation: 

Board  of  Health . $1,000.00 

Public  Health  Nurse .  1 , 450 . 00 

Inspector  of  Animals .  100 . 00 

Inspector  of  Slaughter .  50.00 

Inspector  of  Milk .  25.00 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital: 

Maintenance .  682 . 02 

Addition .  408 . 63 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation 


$3,715.65 
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Highways : 

Highway  Department . 

Snow  and  Washouts . 

Permanent  Sidewalks . 

Sidewalks,  Railings,  Bridges 

Rocks  Bridge . 

Street  Lighting . 

Cutting  Bushes  on  Roadside 

Gravel  on  Roads . 

Gravel  on  Nichols  Street .  .  . 
Rebuilding  Bear  Hill  Road . 

Total  for  Highways . 


$5 , 500 . 00 
4,000.00 
1,000.00 
500 . 00 
650 . 00 
2,296.43 
200.00 
2,000.00 
500 . 00 
2,000.00 


$18,646.43 


Charities : 

State  Aid .  $200.00 

Public  Welfare . 10,000.00 

Soldiers  Relief .  3 , 500 . 00 


Total  for  Charities .  $13,700.00 

Schools  and  Libraries : 

School  Committee  Salaries .  $175.00 

School  Department . 29 , 825 . 00 

Toilets  and  Heating  (Merrimacport 

School) .  1,500.00 

Public  Library .  1 , 000 . 00 


Total  for  Schools  and  Library 


$32 , 500 . 00 


Unclassified: 

Memorial  Day .  $200 . 00 

Printing .  350 . 00 

Miscellaneous .  800 . 00 

Insurance .  2 , 125 . 97 

Reserve  Fund .  1 , 000 . 00 

Vocational  Training  1931 .  200.00 

Vocational  Training  1930 .  89.42 

Overdrafts  1930 .  3,489.63 

Lighting  Town  Buildings .  383 . 30 


Total  for  Unclassified 


$8,638.32 


Public  Service  Enterprises : 

Cemeteries . $1 , 400 . 00 

Water  Main  Extension  (Attitash) .  1,500.00 


Total  for  Public  Service  Enterprises 


$2,900.00 
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Interest  and  Maturing  Debt: 

Interest .  $600 . 00 


Total  for  Interest .  $600.00 

Total  Appropriations  Voted  at  the  An¬ 
nual  Town  Meeting .  $96 , 805 . 40 


Appropriations  voted  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting,  June  30,  1931. 


Charities : 

Public  Welfare . $2,487 . 07 

Old  Age  Assistance .  800 . 00 

Schools : 

Transportation .  260 . 00 

Fire  Department : 

Cement  Driveway .  100.00 


Appropriations  voted  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting,  July  16,  1931. 

Public  W  elf  are .  1,200.00 

Appropriation  certified  to  the  Assessors 
under  emergency  created  on  July  6,  1931 
Public  Welfare . , .  838.88 


Appropriations  Voted  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting,  Aug.  10,  1931. 

Soldiers’  Relief .  2,700.00 

Total  Appropriations  Voted  at  Special 
Town  Meetings .  $8 , 385 . 95 


Total  Amount  Appropriated  in  1931 


$105,191.35 
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APPROPRIATIONS  RECOMMENDED  FOR  1932 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

Your  finance  committee  again  calls  attention  to  the  fact  it  very 
keenly  feels  the  present  proceedure  of  passing  upon  departmental 
appropriations  only  is  extremely  unsatisfactory,  as  it  is  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  townspeople.  Ordinarily  these 
departmental  appropriations  vary  but  slightly  in  amounts  from 
year  to  year,  while  the  committee  is  not  requested  to  investigate 
the  large  appropriations  sought  for  special  purposes  which  each 
year  appear  in  the  warrant  for  the  town  meeting.  It  is  obvious 
that  these  latter  appropriations  to  a  very  large  extent  determine 
the  tax  rate,  and  it  is  logical  to  assume  that  if  these  articles  were 
referred  to  the  committee  for  consideration  and  recommendation 
the  town  meeting  could  act  upon  them  to  far  greater  advantage 
than  under  the  present  conditions.  To  this  end  we  earnestly 
recommend  that  the  finance  committee  be  empowered  to  consider 
and  report  its  recommendations  to  the  town  meeting  upon  every 
article  in  the  warrant  which  involves  the  appropriation  of  any  money. 

The  various  boards  and  heads  of  departments  are  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  the  co-operation  given  the  committee  in  its  efforts  to 
keep  the  departmental  costs  at  a  low  level  for  the  current  year. 
However,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary  demands  enforced  by  pre¬ 
vailing  conditions  the  result  of  these  economies  must  appear  trivial 
as  compared  with  other  necessary  expenditures  which  augur  an¬ 
other  high  tax  rate. 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  year  1932: 


General  Government 


Moderator . 

Selectman,  Chairman .  .  . . $450 . 00 

Selectman,  Clerk .  125.00 

Selectman,  other .  100.00 


Accountant . 

Treasurer. .  . . 

Tax  Collector,  1931 . 

Assessor,  Chairman . $320 . 00 

Assessors,  other  two,  each .  200 . 00 


Town  Counsel . 

Town  Clerk . 

Registrars . 

Town  Hall  Maintenance 

Town  Hall  Repairs . 

Bonding  Town  Officers . 
Election  Officers . 


$12.00 


675.00 

1,000.00 

270.00 

790.00 


$720.00 
75.00 
225.00 
112.50 
950.00 
100.00 
205 . 00 
220 . 00 
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Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Police  Department .  4 , 200 . 00 

Fire  Engineers .  180 . 00 

Fire  Department .  3 , 120 . 00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures .  90.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring .  90.00 

Moth  Department .  1 , 050 . 00 

Tree  Warden .  200 . 00 

Forest  Warden .  150.00 

Town  Forest . 175.00 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health .  $600.00 

Public  Health  Nurse .  1,275.00 

Inspector  of  Animals .  180.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering .  40.00 

Inspector  of  Milk .  20.00 

Essex  Co.  T.  B.  Hospital .  715.82 

Essex  Co.  T.  B.  Hospital,  proportionate  costs 

of  addition  to  buildings .  13.16 

Highways 

Highway  Department .  5 , 000 . 00 

Snow  and  Washout .  2 , 250 . 00 

Sidewalk,  railings,  bridges .  450.00 

Permanent  sidewalks .  500.00 

Rocks  Bridge .  500 . 00 

Street  Lights .  2,189.41 

Cutting  Brush  on  Roadside .  175 . 00 

Charities 

State  Aid .  200.00 

Public  Welfare .  20,000.00 

Soldiers*  Relief .  7 , 000 . 00 

Old  Age  Assistance .  6 , 500 . 00 

Schools  and  Libraries 

School  Committee,  Chairman .  $45 . 00 

School  Committee,  Clerk .  67.50 

School  Committee,  other .  45.00 

-  157.50 

School  Department .  30,105.00 

Vocational  T raining .  200 . 00 

Public  Library .  900.00 


APPROPRIATIONS  RECOMMENDED  11 

Unclassified 

Memorial  Day  (G.  A.  R.) . ;  $75.00 

Memorial  Day  (American  Legion) .  75.00 

Printing .  500 . 00 

Miscellaneous .  720.00 

Lighting  Town  Buildings .  486.85 

Insurance .  2,273.15 

Reserve  Fund .  900 . 00 

Water  Extension  Note .  2,000.00 

Interest .  1 , 800 . 00 

Cemeteries .  1 , 250 . 00 


$103,580.39 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT, 

HOWARD  C.  LOVELL, 
EVERETT  L.  JEWELL, 
GEORGE  F.  WILDE, 

F.  LESLIE  VICCARO, 


Finance  Committee. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Selectmen  herewith  submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year 
1931.  There  have  been  no  unusual  projects  this  year  but  we  have 
found  it  to  be  a  year  of  unusual  problems. 

Welfare  Department 

The  principal  one  is  the  Welfare  Department.  We  are  now  passing 
through  the  third  winter  of  the  depression.  Many  of  our  citizens 
are  unemployed  and  have  been  so  for  some  months.  Some  who  have 
had  a  little  laid  by  have  spent  all  of  it  and  are  now  obliged  to  call  on 
the  town  for  aid.  Last  year  there  were  233  persons  aided  in  this 
department.  Of  this  number  two  persons  claimed  their  residence 
in  Lawrence,  sixteen  in  Amesbury,  three  in  Quincy,  seven  in  Haver¬ 
hill,  three  in  Newburyport  and  fifty  one  persons  were  state  charges. 
In  all  82  persons  were  aided  for  which  the  town  received  reim¬ 
bursement. 

A  year  ago  this  winter  there  was  an  unemployment  appropriation 
which  was  the  means  of  keeping  many  from  applying  to  the  town 
for  aid.  This  year  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind,  consequently  their 
only  help  was  to  come  to  the  Welfare  Department  for  aid.  Many 
cities  and  towns  are  furnishing  employment  to  the  heads  of  the 
families  aided  thus  receiving  something  in  return  for  the  aid  ren¬ 
dered.  Those  in  this  town  who  are  receiving  aid  would  much  rather 
work  for  what  they  get  than  to  have  it  given  to  them. 

It  is  difficult  sometimes  to  know  who  should  receive  aid  and  also 
how  much  to  give,  but  those  in  charge  of  this  department  have  tried 
to  be  fair  with  the  town  and  those  in  need  of  aid. 

Soldiers  Relief 

What  has  been  said  regarding  the  Welfare  Department  is  also 
true  of  this  department.  Many  who  thought  they  never  would  be 
obliged  to  apply  for  aid  have  been  forced  by  unemployment  to  seek 
aid  from  the  Soldiers  Relief.  So  far  as  we  know  all  worthy  cases 
have  been  taken  care  of. 

Old  Age  Assistance 

The  law  creating  this  department  became  effective  July  1,  1931. 
It  was  a  new  law  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  doubt  as  to  how  it 
should  be  conducted. 

Several  who  through  pride  and  other  reasons  would  never  have 
applied  to  the  Welfare  Department  for  aid,  have  applied  for  the  Old 
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Age  Assistance,  feeling  that  they  were  entitled  to  this  aid  because 
the  town  was  partly  reimbursed  by  the  state.  These  people  would 
have  struggled  along  with  the  aid  of  relatives  or  friends  for  some 
time  longer.  Several  others  who  are  receiving  the  Old  Age  Assis¬ 
tance  would  have  been  forced  by  circumstances  to  apply  to  the 
Welfare  Department  for  aid. 

There  were  22  applications  received.  Three  were  refused  and  19 
were  aided  of  this  number  one  died  last  year,  and  another  died  in 
January. 


Highway 

With  the  yearly  increase  of  travel  by  automobile  there  is  a  very 
general  demand  for  good  roads. 

Owing  to  hard  times  and  a  general  desire  of  the  citizens  to  keep 
down  expense  no  new  road  work  is  contemplated  this  year.  But 
we  think  that  our  roads  should  be  kept  in  good  repair.  To  oil  the 
streets  that  were  oiled  last  year  and  to  keep  the  other  roads  in  re¬ 
pair  will  require  an  appropriation  of  at  least  $5,000.00. 

If  we  could  have  the  usual  $2,000.00  appropriation  for  graveling 
roads  this  year,  this  money  could  be  used  for  purchasing  gravel  and 
truck  hire  and  the  labor  supplied  from  the  Welfare  Department. 
In  this  way  several  streets  might  be  graveled  and  the  men  who 
are  receiving  aid  be  given  a  chance  to  earn  what  they  are  now  getting 
for  nothing. 

When  every  man  earns  what  he  receives  not  only  is  the  man  him¬ 
self  better  off  but  the  moral  of  the  community  is  at  a  higher  standard. 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT, 

CHARLES  W.  MORRELL, 
ANDREW  O.  NICOL, 


Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 
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1931  JURY  LIST 

As  prepared  by  the  Selectmen  of  Merrimac  in  compliance  with 
Chap.  234,  Sec.  4,  of  the  General  Laws 


Aldrich,  George  L . 

.  .  Merrimac  St . 

.  Agent 

Barry,  George  J . 

.  .Vendome . 

.  Insurance  Agent 

*Chase,  Fred  H.  G . 

.  .  Central  St . 

.  Carpenter 

Clement,  Frank  B . 

.  .Forest  St . 

.  Draftsman 

Colgan,  James  T . 

.  .  Bear  Hill  St . 

.  Shoeworker 

Doust,  Samuel  C . 

.  .  Church  St . 

.  Metalworker 

Gibbs,  Frederick  E . 

.  .  Locust  St . 

.  Shoecutter 

How,  J.  Duncan . 

.  .  Merrimac  St . 

.  Salesman 

Hoyt,  Charles  E . 

. .  Grove  St . 

.  Painter 

Jewell,  Everett  L . 

.  .  Main  St . 

.  Woodworker 

Kelley,  Willard  B . 

.  .Birch  Meadow . 

.  Laborer 

Lancaster,  Charles  A. .  .  . 

.  .  Main  St . 

.Clerk 

Newton,  Fred  G . 

,  .  .  Main  St . 

.  Retired 

Nicol,  Andrew . 

.  .  Pleasant . 

.  Laborer 

Odiorne,  Charles  T . 

.  .  Locust  St . 

.  Shoeworker 

Pease,  Harry  A . 

.  .Walnut  St . 

.  Painter 

Sargent,  George  A . 

.  .  Bear  Hill . 

.  Farmer 

Sargent,  John  K . 

.  .  Merrimac  St . 

.  Farmer 

Stevens,  Burt . 

.  .  Locust  St . 

.  Trimmer 

Thorn,  Frank  L . 

.  .  Pine  St . 

.  Electrician 

Trefethen,  Arthur  G .  .  .  . 

.  .  Locust  Grove  Ave . .  . 

.  Trimmer 

*Twomblv,  Fred  C . 

.  .  Grove  St . 

.  Painter 

Wheeler,  Jefferson  M .  .  . 

.  .Pleasant  St.,  Port.  .  . 

.  Salesman 

Williams,  Isaac  A . 

.  .  Merrimac  St . 

.  Woodworker 

*Drawn  this  past  year. 

■ 
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TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

In  submitting  my  report  as  Town  Clerk,  it  is  my  belief  that  one 
of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  office  is  the  registration  of 
vital  statistics.  Persons  unacquainted  with  this  importance  fail 
to  realize  the  difficulties  encountered  when  application  for  a  birth 
certificate  is  made  and  no  record  can  be  found.  I  would  like  to 
impress  upon  parents  the  necessity  of  being  sure  that  their  children 
are  correctly  recorded  within  the  time  limit  required  by  law,  which 
is  forty  days  after  the  birth. 

The  various  duties  connected  with  this  department  have  been 
administered  mainly  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  past.  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  town  officials  and  others  who  so 
generously  gave  me  advise  during  my  term  in  office. 

D.  EDWARD  FLYNN, 

Town  Clerk. 
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IMPORTANT  REQUEST 

v- 

Please  notify  the  Town  Clerk  immediately  of  any  error  or  omission  in  the 
following  List  of  Births. 

BIRTHS  RECORDED  IN  MERRIMAC,  1931 


Date 


Name  of  Child 


Names  of  Parents 


Jan.  4 
8 

Feb.  17 

25 

March  3 
5 

April  7 
10 
11 

May  10 

17 

June  7 
8 
13 

18 

26 

July  31 
31 

Aug.  2 
5 
8 

Sept.  25 
Oct.  31 
Nov.  8 
19 

Dec.  28 


Ethel  Dwinnells . 

Vivian  Thelma  Mader . 

Sally  Ann  Wilde . 

Deloirs  Bertha  Harrington. . 
Arthur  George  Bisson. ..... 

Eleanor  Marie  Snow . 

Frederick  John  Goddard.  .  .  . 
Richard  Wallace  Deminie .  .  . 
Jean  Lorraine  Arsenault. .  .  . 

Weldon  Flanders . 

Virginia  Gertrude  Christesen 

Dorothy  May  DeCosta . 

Judith  Ann  Bessette . 

Virginia  Gertrude  Heath.  .  . 
Robert  Everett  Bowley .... 
Walter  Herman  Sargent,  Jr. . 
Marilyn  Elizabeth  Foisy.  .  .  . 

Mary  Janet  Thomson . 

Priscilla  Jean  Emery . 

Baby  Steer . 

Barbara  Anna  Raymond .  .  . 
Shirley  Mary  LaFoutaine. .  . 

Maude  Gile . 

Nancy  Ada  Germain . 

Nancy  Stevens  Lowd . 

Hildred  Jean  Boyer . 


Everett  and  Doris  I.  Bond 
Andrew  and  Emma  Magy 
George  F.  and  Olive  Morse 
Wesley  and  Vera  Canan 
Henry  L.  and  Mary  Tamer 
Reginald  and  Delia  Gagnon 
Fred  and  Pearl  Prescott 
Norman  J.  and  Nellie  Colbath 
Andrew  C.  and  Catherine  Barry 
Ivory  W.  and  Gladys  Carrather 
Scott  K.  and  Elizabeth  Mayo 
Wesley  and  Helen  Currie 
Earl  T.  and  Ruth  Trull 
Alvin  F.  and  Bertha  Day 
Charles  E.  and  Euramia  Locke 
Walter  H.  and  Hazel  Reynolds 
Eugene  and  Ruth  Morriel 
Robt.  H.  and  Mary  Hennessey 
Hazen  M.  and  Hazel  Morrison 
William  G.  and  Marion  Brown 
Carl  E.  and  Edna  Davis 
Arthur  S.  and  Agnes  Pickard 
Phinando  and  Maude  Smith 
Carl  and  Hazel  Sillers 
Harry  D.  and  Kath’ne  Emrich 
Ric’d  R.  and  Hild’d  Trenholm 


Number  of  births  recorded  26 


Comparison  For  Five  Years 

1927  1928  1929 

.  46  45  24 


Number  of  Births 


1930 

41 


1931 

26 
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PARENTS  BE  SURE  TO  RECORD  THE  BIRTH  OF  YOUR 
CHILD  WITH  GIVEN  NAME  IN  FULL. 


READ  THE  LAW 

Parents  within  forty  days  after  Birth  of  a  Child  and  every  house¬ 
holder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  the  house,  shall  cause  no¬ 
tice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  where  such  child  is 
born. — Gen.  Laws — Chapter  46,  Section  6. 


Some  of  the  many  reasons  why  births  should  be  recorded: 
To  establish  identity. 

To  prove  nationality. 

To  prove  legitimacy. 

To  show  child  has  the  right  to  enter  school. 

To  show  when  the  child  has  the  right  to  seek  employment  under 
the  Child  Labor  Law. 

To  establish  the  right  of  inheritance  to  property. 

To  establish  liability  to  military  duty,  as  well  as  exemption 
therefrom. 

To  establish  the  right  to  vote. 

To  qualify  to  hold  to,  and  to  buy  or  sell  real  estate. 

To  establish  the  right  to  hold  public  office. 

To  prove  the  age  at  which  the  marriage  contract  may  be  entered 
into. 

To  make  possible  statistical  studies  of  the  health  conditions. 


Your  co-operation  to  the  end  that  all  births  may  be  properly 
recorded  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  1931 


January .  2 

February .  1 

March .  2 

May .  1 

June .  2 

August .  1 

September .  1 

October .  4 

November .  1 


Total .  15 

Marriages  in  Merrimac .  8 

Marriages  in  other  Towns  or  Cities .  7 


15 

3 

12 

0 

15 


Bride 

Groom 

First  Marriage . 

.  11 

10 

Second  Marriage . 

.  4 

4 

Third  Marriage . 

.  0 

1 

COMPARISON 

FOR 

FIVE  YEARS 

1927 

1928  1929 

1930 

1931 

Number  of  Marriages . 

19 

31  17 

17 

15 

Foreign  born  grooms 
Native  born  grooms. 
Foreign  born  brides. . 
Native  born  brides.  . 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  MERRIMAC,  1931 


Date 

Name 

Age 

Birthplace 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  27 

Mary  Ellen  Gilday . 

90 

7 

27 

Ireland 

Feb.  3 

John  Joseph  Minahan. .  .  . 

65 

0 

12 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

4 

Grace  D.  Staples . 

51 

11 

2 

Biddeford,  Me. 

21 

William  Robert  M unroe. . 

43 

9 

19 

Yarmouth,  Me. 

24 

Harriet  B.  Mallard . 

74 

0 

7 

Lancaster,  N.  H. 

27 

Thomas  Frazier . 

60 

5 

12 

West  Burrow 

March  9 

Sidney  F.  Greenwood .... 

76 

0 

27 

Ipswich,  Mass. 

13 

Lucius  S.  Streeter . 

68 

6 

1 

Vernon,  Vt. 

14 

Fred  P.  Clements . 

79 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

21 

Annie  Mary  Laskey . 

82 

7 

15 

Eastport,  Me. 

24 

Emma  W.  Stuart . 

48 

9 

2 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

April  14 

Georgenna  M.  L.  Plouf. .  . 

51 

11 

13 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

14 

Sally  E.  W.  Sargent . 

87 

4 

24 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

17 

Clara  Brown . 

75 

1 

4 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

20 

Marcia  Augusta  Flanders. 

86 

7 

9 

Salisbury,  N.  H. 

21 

William  S.  Mellon . 

69 

6 

14 

Lynn,  Mass. 

29 

Uriah  Trull . 

May  2 

Sherman  Haseltine . 

66 

4 

9 

Plaistow,  N.  H. 

15 

Isabelle  Damon  Hill . 

54 

6 

9 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

16 

Baby  Wreldon  Flanders. .  . 

6 

Amesbury,  Mass. 

26 

Margaret  Sheridan . 

90 

Ireland 

29 

Jeanne  Cora  Morin . 

7 

16 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

June  1 

Elizabeth  W.  Smart . 

87 

7 

29 

Huntington,  Mass. 

15 

Ada  Zella  Boardman . 

79 

4 

0 

Oldtown,  Me. 

July  4 

William  C.  Russell . 

70 

5 

16 

Somers  worth,  N.  H. 

8 

Ella  Estelle  Kingsbury .  .  . 

78 

0 

18 

Farmington  Falls,  N.  H. 

8 

Norman  Seaver  Cole . 

71 

0 

5 

West  Boxford,  Mass. 

22 

Victor  J.  Sarsin . 

20 

4 

20 

Amesbury,  Mass. 

27 

Addie  J.  Doe . 

54 

0 

26 

Hampstead,  N.  H. 

Aug.  4 

Baby  Steere . 

Amesbury,  Mass. 

10 

Annie  Rose  Coburn . 

48 

11 

9 

Amesbury,  Mass. 

10 

Lay  Linden . 

74 

23 

Honora  Doherty . 

72 

8 

13 

East  Haverhill 

Sept.  8 

Annie  B.  Russell . 

70 

4 

0 

North  Berwick,  Me. 

9 

Willard  R.  Crane . 

62 

8 

17 

Whitefield,  N.  H. 

9 

Josiah  R.  Smith,  Jr . 

1 

20 

20 

Margaret  J.  Valcourt .... 

54 

5 

22 

St.  John,  Newfoundland 

29 

Rufus  P.  Clement . 

91 

11 

12 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

Oct.  3 

John  Lees . 

62 

6 

10 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

24 

Esther  Mae  Titus . 

22 

14 

Nashua,  N.  H. 

30 

Mary  E.  Eaton . 

72 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

31 

Maude  Gile . 

Amesbury,  Mass. 

Nov.  17 

Charles  Colman . 

80 

6 

28 

England 

Dec.  1 

Howard  Vaughn  Carter.  . 

45 

4 

10 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

7 

Douglas  Deeb . 

3 

6 

Boston,  Mass. 

9 

Clifton  Orian  Allison . 

83 

10 

18 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

11 

Nettie  M.  Ur  quart . 

64 

9 

2 

Methuen,  Mass. 

15 

Thomas  M  unroe  Sargent . 

79 

4 

10 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

24 

Martha  C.  Kierstead . 

73 

10 

31 

Jennie  Belle  Howieson.  .  . 

75 

6 

8 

Sterling,  Vt. 

COMPARISON  FOR  FIVE  YEARS 

1927  1928  1929  1930  1931 

Number  of  Deaths .  46  57  54  39  50 
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NOTICE 

All  dog  licenses  expire  March  31,  1932.  Dogs  must  be  licensed 
on  or  before  April  1st  or  the  owners  or  keepers  thereof  are  liable  to  a 
fine. 

The  law  applies  to  all  dogs  three  months  old  or  over,  regardless  of 
time  of  year  ownership  is  acquired. 

No  tax  bills  are  sent  to  owners  of  dogs. 

D.  EDWARD  FLYNN, 

Town  Clerk. 


DOG  LICENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1931 
Issued  to  the  Following  Persons 


1  William  A.  Cleary 

2  Merrill  Follansbee 

3  Warren  F.  Heath 

4  Walter  I.  Colby 

5  Joseph  A.  Moff 

6  Frank  L.  Thorne 

7  Kenneth  L.  Breed 

8  Endine  Bridges 

10  Betty  Archibald 

11  Burt  Stevens 

12  Lucille  Schvavoni 

13  Harlan  Haight 

14  Frank  M.  Hargraves 

15  Annie  A.  Kelley 

16  James  H.  Hull 

17  F.  A.  Chase 

18  Elmer  Grant 

19  W.  H.  Goldsmith 

20  Sam  Soreff 

21  James  F.  Pease 

22  Clifton  B.  Bixby 

23  William  N.  Eaton  (2) 

24  A.  S.  Talbot 

25  Roy  N.  Hoyt 

26  William  Dwyer 

27  A.  G.  Laurendeau 

28  Forrest  Bishop 

29  Charles  W.  Bishop 

30  Henry  A.  Stickney 


31  Alvah  M.  Currier 

32  Harry  J.  Doe 

33  Idabelle  Hargraves 

34  B.  F.  Carter 

35  Constance  Judkins 

36  Rodney  Fitzgerald 

37  C.  W.  Besbee 

38  I.  S.  McClure 

39  Fred  E.  Sweetser 

40  John  E.  Bean 

41  William  Andrews 

42  Otto  W.  Burgess 

43  Alfred  Valcourt 

44  Hotense  Bunker 

45  Steve  Trenholm 

46  Alfred  A.  Minahan 

47  Clarence  T.  Allison 

48  Joseph  Valliers 

49  George  W.  Sargent 

50  Ralph  Holmes 

51  Loren  Wallace 

52  Charles  Potter 

53  William  Casazza 

54  Charles  Zinck 

55  Arthur  Mason  (3) 

56  Henry  Bousquet 

57  C.  W.  Darbe 

58  Rudolph  Larivee 

59  Mrs.  Harold  J.  Bean 
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60  Carl  A.  Shafer  (2) 

61  Arthur  D.  Lockwood 

62  Farra  Crockett 

63  Leslie  B.  Dore 

64  John  K.  Sargent 

65  Mrs.  Eugena  Greenwood 

66  John  Clement 

67  J.  M.  Wheeler 

68  Samuel  P.  Colby 

69  Charles  F.  Hoyt 

70  Charles  Ford 

71  Duncan  MacRae 

72  Perley  Hargraves 

73  W.  F.  Gilmore 

74  William  H.  Franklin 

75  Meriline  Lewis 

76  Wilbur  Colby 

77  Everett  Goodwin 

78  Mrs.  Sherman  Haseltine 

79  Mrs.  Annie  Cameron 

80  Joseph  Gilmore 

81  P.  Leo  Nome 

82  Robert  Casazza 

83  Chester  Streeter 

84  William  W.  Gormley 

85  Napoleon  J.  Donais 

86  C.  Lester  Sweeney 

87  George  Peasley 

88  Howard  V.  Carter 

89  Margaret  Reynolds 

90  Daniel  Hargraves 

91  Mildred  R.  Perkins 


92  Herbert  F.  Bailey 

93  Alice  M.  Collins 

94  George  Eaton 

95  Charles  E.  Hoyt 

96  Amelia  Krayenbuhl 

97  O.  M.  Soule 

98  Wallace  Carter 

99  Edson  Walker 

100  William  Steer,  Jr. 

101  Harold  A.  Mouney 

102  A.  C.  Sylvester 

103  Wilfred  Lavallee 

104  C.  D.  MacKay 

105  Elmer  Battis 

106  E.  C.  Emerson 

107  Charles  H.  Staples 

108  O.  M.  Sargent 

109  Robert  Thomson 

110  Ralph  J.  Randall 

111  James  Humphrey 

112  W.  T.  Kelley 

113  H.  M.  Waterhouse 

114  E.  W.  Knight 

115  Mrs.  F.  O.  Bailey 

116  Joseph  Messier 

117  Alman  Cooper 

118  F.  T.  Hopkinson 

119  H.  W.  Beloff 

120  Chester  Carter 

121  Rolo  E.  Lane 

122  John  H.  Murphy 

123  George  Roberts 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

As  Chief  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  I 
hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  for  the  year 
1931. 

This  town  is  very  fortunate  in  not  having  had  any  fatal  auto  ac¬ 
cidents  during  the  past  year,  although  there  were  a  number  of 
collisions  and  injuries.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Fall,  the  extra  width 
of  cement  was  finished  on  the  main  highway,  making  a  three  lane 
road,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  speed  of  the  autos, 
and  in  view  of  this  fact  I  would  suggest  that  warning  signs  be  placed 
on  the  main  highway  at  the  following  dangerous  places;  the  entrance 
to  Lake  Attitash;  the  intersection  of  Woodland  and  Locust  Streets; 
and  at  Prospect  Hill  Street,  as  several  accidents  have  occurred  at 
these  points,  fortunately  none  serious. 

For  the  year  1931  the  general  work  of  the  Department  was  about 
the  same  as  the  previous  year,  except  for  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  Arrests. 


Miscellanoeus  Business 

Auto  accidents  reported .  52 

Autos  reported  stolen  from  this  town  and  recovered. .  .  1 

Autos  reported  stolen  from  other  towns  and  recovered 

here .  2 

Assisted  other  officers .  5 

Assistance  to  Medical  Examiner .  3 

Assistance  to  Fire  Inspector .  1 

Complaints  investigated .  238 

Court  fines  for  use  of  town .  $625.00 

Court  fines  for  use  of  Commonwealth .  $1 , 030 . 00 

Doors  and  windows  found  open  and  secured .  18 

Dead  bodies  found .  1 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court,  (Chief) .  143 

Days  attendance  at  Superior  Court .  12 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court,  (Night  Officer) ...  24 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court  of  Special  Officers.  21 

Disturbances  suppressed  without  arrest .  8 

Escorts  furnished  processions .  3 

Defects  in  sidewalks  and  streets  reported .  3 

Headlight  inspections  held .  3 

Injured  and  sick  persons  assisted .  26 

Lights  furnished  dangerous  places .  2 

Lights  found  burning  in  buildings .  14 
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Lost  and  runaway  children  returned  to  parents .  4 

Leaks  in  water  pipes  reported .  >  1 

Number  of  animals  killed,  or  buried .  16 

Number  of  unpaid  dog  licenses  collected .  71 

Number  of  assignments  of  Officers  to  dances,  entertain¬ 
ments,  etc .  304 

Search  Warrants  served .  6 

Street  light  reported  out .  14 

Stray  animals  returned  to  owners .  6 

Value  of  property  reported  stolen .  $376.00 

Value  of  stolen  property  recovered .  $1,350.00 

Value  of  property  damaged  by  maliscious  mischief. .  .  .  $90.00 

Witness  Supboena’s  served .  11 

Witness  notified  for  Superior  Court .  9 

Wires  down  and  reported .  2 

Number  of  arrests  for  year: 

Male .  133 

Female .  4 


137 

Charged  as  follows: 

Adultery .  1 

Delinquent  Children .  6 

Drunk .  23 

Disturbance  of  the  Peace .  9 

Larceny . 5 

Motor  Vehicle  violations .  68 

Neglected  Child .  1 

Non-support .  2 

Ringing  False  Alarm  of  Fire .  2 

Safekeeping . 1 

Unlawful  use  of  Boat .  . .  1 

Violation  of  Probation .  4 

Violation  of  Fishing  Law .  5 

Violation  Liquor  Law .  5 

Violation  of  Gaming  Law .  4 

Disposed  of  as  follows: 

7  Cases  continued 

1  Defaulted. 

6  Discharged. 

2  Dismissed 

8  Guilty.  Filed. 

1  Guilty.  Filed  $10.  Costs. 

2  Guilty.  Filed  $50.  Costs. 

28  Fined  $10.  Paid. 

6  Fined  $15.  Paid. 
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3  Fined  $15. 

3  Fined  $15. 

1  Fined  $20. 

9  Fined  $25. 

3  Fined  $50. 

1  Fined  $70. 

2  Fined  $100. 

3  Fined  $100. 
1  Fined  $100. 


Appealed. 

Committed  for  non-payment  of  fine. 

Appealed. 

Paid. 

Paid. 

Committed  for  non-payment  of  fine. 

Paid. 

Appealed. 

Committed  to  Jail  for  non-payment  of  fine. 
4  Fined  $100.  and  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Susp.  Probation. 

1  Fined  $150.  and  30  days  in  H.  of  C.  Susp.  Probation,  Appealed. 

1  Fined  $200.  Appealed. 

2  10  days  in  H.  of  C.  Committed. 

Committed. 

Committed. 

Susp.  Probation  for  2  years. 

Committed. 

Appealed. 

Suspended,  Probation  2  years. 

3  months  in  H.  of  C.  Committed. 

3  months  in  H.  of  C.  Suspended.  Appealed. 

6  months  in  H.  of  C.  Committed. 

6  months  in  H.  of  C.  Suspended,  Probation  2  years. 


1  15  days  in  H.  of  C. 
3  30  days  in  H.  of  C. 
5  30  days  in  H.  of  C. 

2  60  days  in  H.  of  C. 
1  60  days  in  H.of  C. 

1  60  days  in  H.  of  C. 
1 
1 
1 
1 


4  Sentenced  to  Industrial  School.  Sentence  suspended. 

1  Sentenced  to  Industrial  School.  Committed. 

11  For  other  Police  Departments. 

7  Released. 

1  Probation. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  His  Honor, 
Judge  Charles  I.  Pettingell,  the  Associate  Justices,  Clerk  of  the 
District  Court,  the  Probation  Officer,  the  Officers  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  all  who  in  any  way  assisted  in  upholding  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  good  name  and  reputation  of  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JAMES  P.  DONAHUE, 


Chief  of  Police. 


REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 
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REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  submit  their  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1931. 

Number  of  Alarms,  38. 

Jan.  1.  Box  18.  False  alarm. 

Jan.  1.  Box  18.  False  alarm. 

Jan.  25.  Box  25.  Chimney  fire  at  residence  of  William  Burn¬ 
ham,  Mechanics  St.  No  damage. 

Jan.  31.  Box  14.  Chimney  fire  at  residence  of  Walter  Morrill, 
West  Main  St.  No  damage. 

Feb.  12.  Box  12.  Property  of  Mrs.  John  Sheehan,  Adams  St. 
Loss  $300.00.  Covered  by  insurance. 

Feb.  13.  Box  7.  Chimney  fire  at  property  of  Leander  Cleaversy, 
School  St.  No  damage. 

Feb.  24.  Box  52.  Property  of  Moses  Blotner,  Locust  St.  No 
damage 

Box  7.  False  alarm. 

Box  12.  Property  of  J.  B.  Judkins  Co.  No  loss. 
Tel.  Property  of  Joseph  Moff.  Bear  Hill  Road. 


March  22. 
March  23. 


March  30 
Loss,  $25.00. 

April  13. 

April  13. 

April  14. 

April  15. 

April  17. 

April  19. 

April  19. 

April  20. 

April  20. 

April  24. 


Chiefs  call.  Brush  fire,  Birch  Meadow  Road. 
Chiefs  call.  Brush  fire,  Birch  Meadow  Road. 

Box  5.  Grass  fire.  Rear  Boston  &  Maine  Depot. 
Box  52.  Grass  fire.  River  Road. 

Chiefs  Call.  Brush  fire,  Red  Oak  Hill. 

Box  7.  False  alarm. 

/ 

Box  7.  Brush  fire,  Hadley  Road. 

Box  21.  Grass  fire,  East  Main  St. 

Box  23.  Grass  fire. 

Box  52.  False  alarm. 


April  28.  Telephone.  Chimney  fire  at  residence  of  Fred  Peasley. 
Bear  Hill  Road.  No  damage. 


26 


MERRIMAC  TOWN  REPORT 


May  6.  Box  26.  Brush  fire. 

May  8.  Box  27.  Brush  fire. 

May  10.  Box  41.  Property  of  Oliver  Boivert,  Lake  Attitash 
Park.  This  property  was  located  on  the  Amesbury-Merrimac 
line,  the  camp  being  nearly  all  in  Amesbury.  Loss  $100.00. 

May  25.  Box  52.  Property  of  Joseph  Dufault,  River  Road. 
No  damage^ 

May  27.  Box  15.  Brush  fire. 

July  2.  Telephone.  Brush  fire. 

July  17.  Box  12.  Property  of  Aaron  A.  Hume,  Locust  St. 
Loss  $100.00.  Covered  by  insurance. 

Aug.  14.  Box  52.  Property  of  Joseph  Dufault,  River  Road. 
No  damage. 

Sept.  2.  Box  42.  Property  of  Andrew  Arsenault,  Bear  Hill 
Road.  Loss  $350. 00. |  Covered  by  insurance. 

Nov.  25.  Telephone.  Chimney  fire  at  residence  of  F.  B.  Jud¬ 
kins,  Main  St.  No  damage. 

Dec.  17.  Chiefs  call.  Brush  fire. 

Dec.  18.  Telephone.  School  House,  Merrimacport.  Loss  $30.00. 
Covered  by  insurance. 

Dec.  28.  Box  21.  Grass  fire. 

« 

Dec.  30.  Chiefs  call.  Grass  fire.  Hadley  Road. 

Dec.  30.  Chiefs  call.  Grass  fire,  Union  St. 

Dec.  31.  Chiefs  call.  Grass  fire. 

There  are  at  present  twenty  five  regular  men  and  three  substitutes 
in  the  department. 

There  has  been  repairs  made  this  past  year  to  the  both  stations, 
which  are  now  in  very  good  repair. 

We  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,300.00  be  appropriated  for 
salaries  and  general  maintenance  of  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AARON  A.  HUME, 

J.  ARTHUR  OLLIS, 

FRED  O.  BAILEY, 


Board  of  Fire  Engineers. 


REPORT  OF  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 


The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their  twenty-eighth  an¬ 
nual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1931. 

We  have  added  32  lighting  services  and  two  Power  Services  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  851  Lighting  and  17  Power  services  in  use  during  the 
year. 

Estimates  under  Section  57  of  Chapter  164,  General  Laws. 


Expense 


Gross  expense  of  operating .  $25 , 500 . 00 

Depreciation  3%  on  $77,377.16 .  2,321.31 


$27,821.31 


Estimated  Income 


From  Private  Consumers .  $23 , 000 . 00 

From  Municipal  Buildings .  486.85 

From  Street  Lights .  2,189.41 

-  $25,676.26 

To  be  included  in  Tax  levy .  2,676.26 

Cost  of  Constructions 

Steam  Plant .  $3 , 985 . 39 

Electric  Plant .  4,481.01 

Street  Lines .  43 , 468 . 4  5 

Meters .  10,560.13 

Transformers .  12,555.91 

Street  Lighting  Equipment .  2,326.27 

-  $77,377.16 


Expended  1931 


Construction .  $1,309.20 

Street  Lighting  Equipment .  26.54 

Transformers .  1 , 058 . 50 

Meters .  552 . 04 


*• 

$2 , 946 . 28 


Maintenance 


Current  Purchased .  $14,563.38 

Station  Wages . 588.00 

Rent  of  Station .  350.00 

Repairing  Lines,  Trimming  Trees,  etc. .  .  2,115.64 

Lamps,  etc .  719.56 

Tools .  4.15 

Salary  of  Manager .  1,270.10 
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Salary  of  Collectors .  1 , 160 . 00 

Salary  of  Assistant .  300 . 00 

Salary  of  Commissioners .  75.00 

Office  Expense .  449.49 

Insurance .  170.78 

Incidentals .  293 . 90 

-  $22,061.00 


Total  Expended .  $25,007.28 

Balance  Sheet 

Cash  on  Hand  and  Received: 

Construction  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  $2,428.73 

Operation  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  2,679.73 

Depreciation  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  12 , 282 . 16 

Reserve  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  8,072.32 

Sale  of  Power .  6,053.98 

Sale  of  Light .  19,686.62 

Appropriation  Town  Lights .  2,679.73 

Pole  Rental .  24.05 

Use  of  Truck .  84.33 

Sale  of  Lamps,  etc .  810.35 

Miscellaneous .  28.10 

Interest  of  Depreciation  Fund .  567 . 62 

Interest  of  Reserve  Fund .  268 . 24 

-  $55,665.96 

Expended  and  On  Hand : 

Construction  and  Renewals .  $2 , 946 . 28 

Maintenance .  22,061.00 

Depreciation  Fund .  14,790.63 

Reserve  Fund .  3 , 020 . 29 

Construction  Fund .  2,847.76 

Operating  Fund .  2 , 000 . 00 

Turned  back  to  Town . 8,000.00 

-  $55,665.96 


RICHARD  E.  SARGENT, 
L.  B.  DAVIS, 

JOHN  MARSHALL, 


Municipal  Light  Board. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  WATER 

COMMISSIONERS 

The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  herein  submit  their  twenty- 
eighth  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1931. 

We  have  added  30  services  making  a  total  of  740  services.  There 
are  55  services  not  in  use  or  4  more  than  last  year. 

Twenty-four  services  were  installed  at  Lake  Attitash  of  which 
only  8  have  had  the  water  service  turned  on.  We  have  several  ap¬ 
plications  for  water  service  to  be  installed  in  the  spring,  and  we  ex¬ 
pect  that  nearly  every  cottage  or  home  will  have  water  service 
before  the  summer  season  has  ended.  These  services  will  necessitate 
the  expenditure  of  considerable  money  which  we  now  hold  as  an 
unexpended  balance  from  money  appropriated  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  of  1931. 


Estimates  for  the  Ensuing  Year 


Gross  expense  of  Operating .  $9 , 600 . 00 

Bond  Payment .  3 , 500 . 00 

Interest .  140 . 00 

Construction .  250 . 00 

-  $13,490.00 

Estimated  Income 

W ater  Rates .  $9 , 200 . 00 

Miscellaneous . . .  1 , 200 . 00 

Water  in  Town  Buildings .  100.00  • 

Cash  on  Hand .  3 , 926 . 49 

-  $14,426.49 

Credits  to  Construction 

Construction  Cash,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  $1,046.50 

Laying  Service  Pipe,  etc .  485.80 

Sale  of  Material,  etc .  25.00 

Appropriation,  Lake  Attitash  Water  Ex¬ 
tension .  11,500.00 

Light  Dept.  Acct.  Payrolls .  991.75 

-  $14,049.05 


Expended  for  Construction  at  Lake  Attitash 


Labor . .  $3,312.87 

Pipe  and  Castings .  1 , 828 . 50 
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1"  Pipe,  Valves,  Plugs  and  Gate  Boxes. .  777 . 50 

Hydrants .  279 . 32 

Lead . 228.28 

Stop  and  Wastes,  Couplings .  178.41 

Freight  and  Express .  424 . 73 

Truck  Hire .  94.38 

Survey .  150.10 

Miscellaneous .  98.24 


Total  expended  to  date  at  Lake  Atti- 

tash .  $7,372.33 

Expended  for  General  Construction. .  1 , 679 . 19 

-  $9,051.52 

Balance,  Construction  Cash,  Jan.  1,  1932 .  $4,997.53 


Expended  for  Maintenance 


Miscellaneous  and  Repairs .  $1 , 201 . 57 

Oil  and  Waste .  80.49 

Salary  of  Superintendent .  799.76 

Salary  of  Collector .  580.00 

Salary  of  Commissioners .  75.00 

Fuel .  2,468.52 

Station  W ages .  1 , 840 . 00 

Office  Expense .  389 . 17 

Bond  Payment .  3,500.00 

Interest .  280 . 00 

Insurance .  270.78 

-  $11,485.29 


Total  Expended . . . .  $20,536.81 


Monthly  Report  of  Pumping  Station 


Gallons  Pumped 

Hours 

Minutes 

January . 

3,648,000 

157 

25 

February . 

3,312,000 

147 

March . 

3,615,732 

158 

15 

April . 

3,856,000 

152 

55 

May . 

3,816,000 

164 

5 

June . 

. ..  4,380,000 

163 

2 

July . 

4,848,000 

188 

15 

August . 

5,352,000 

205 

15 

September . 

4,032,000 

157 

6 

October . 

. ..  4,087,000 

158 

50 

November . 

3,794,000 

150 

December . 

3,880,800 

160 

Total  Gallons.  .  .  . 

. ..  48,622,132 
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Balance  Sheet 

On  Hand  and  Received : 

Appropriation,  Lake  Attitash  Exten¬ 
sion . • .  $11,500.00 

W ater  Rates .  9,474.33 

Repairing  Service  Pipe .  289 . 97 

Laying  Service  Pipe .  485 . 80 

Miscellaneous .  25.00 

Light  Dept.  Rent  of  Station .  350.00 

Light  Dept.  Station  Wages .  588.00 

Light  Dept.  Payrolls .  991.75 

Cash  on  Hand,  Jan.  1,  1931 .  4,886.12 

-  $28,590.97 

Expended  to  date  for  Lake  Attitash  Con¬ 
struction  .  $7,372.33 

Expended  for  General  Construction .  1,679 . 19 

Expended  for  Maintenance .  11, 485 . 29 

Cash,  Lake  Attitash  Balance .  4 , 127 . 67 

General  Cash  on  Hand,  Jan.  1,  1932.  .  .  .  3,926.49 

-  $28,590.97 

RICHARD  E.  SARGENT, 

L.  B.  DAVIS, 

JOHN  MARSHALL, 


Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

The  Board  of  Assessors  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
1931: 


Recapitualtion 


Town  appropriations .  $104,352.47 

Emergency .  938 . 88 

State  tax .  2,700.00 

Auditing  account  tax .  40.76 

Municipal  light  tax .  8.71 

Park  and  reservation  tax .  43.45 

Special  state  tax .  766.00 

County  Tax .  4,416.94 

Overlay .  1,386.72 


Total 


$114,553.93 


Estimated  Receipts 


Income  Tax .  $9 , 960 . 04 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise .  5 , 000 . 00 

Corporation  Tax .  2 , 046 . 65 

Bank  tax .  90.91 

Licenses .  251.00 

Fines .  497.00 

Special  Assessments . 788.81 

General  government . 877.46 

Health  and  sanitation .  488.76 

Highways .  204 . 7 0 

Charities .  3 , 245 . 90 

Soldiers  benefits . 68.71 

Schools .  3,603.41 

Libraries .  137.18 

Cemeteries  (other  than  trust  funds  and 

sale  of  lots) .  444. 10 

Interest  on  deposit .  338 . 77 

Interest  on  taxes  and  assessments .  634 . 33 

Chapt.  123  Acts  of  1931 .  775.00 


Total .  $29,460.63 

Free  cash  in  treasury  (voted) .  8 , 000 . 00 


Total  deductions .  $37 , 460 . 63 
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Net  amount  raised  by  taxation  on  polls 

and  property . ' .  77 , 093 . 30 

749  polls  at  $2.00  each .  1,498.00 

Total  valuation  $1,918,700.00  Tax  rate 

39  Property  tax .  74 , 829 . 30 

Old  age  assistance  tax .  766.00 


Total 


$77,093.30 


Moth  tax 


$177.04 


December  Assessments 


13  Polls  at  $2.00 .  $26.00 

13  old  age  assistant  tax .  13.00 

Real  and  personal  property .  169 . 20 


Table  of  Aggregates 

Valuation  of  real  estate .  $1,732,570.00 

Valuation  of  personal  property .  186,130.00 

Number  of  acres  of  land .  404,840 

Number  of  horses  assessed .  64 

Number  of  cows  assessed . 198 

Number  of  neat  cattle  (other  than  cows) .  Ill 

Number  of  sheep .  37 

Number  of  fowl .  610 

Number  of  automobiles .  717 

Valuation  of  automobiles .  219,410.00 

Number  of  dwelling  houses .  676 


Abatements  Made  in  1931 


On  levy  of  1929 .  $407.65 

On  levy  of  1930 .  498.76 

On  levy  of  1931 .  636.80 

On  motor  vehicle  excise  tax .  219.10 

Overlay  Reserved 

On  levy  of  1929 .  $2,736.00 

On  levy  of  1930 .  1,637.46 

On  levy  of  1931 .  749.92 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFFORD  R.  HOWE, 
GEORGE  B.  CROFUT, 
WILLIAM  H.  WHITING, 


Board  of  Assessors. 
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REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures: 


Scales  and  Pumps 

Sealed 

Condemned 

Adjusted 

Platform  over  5,000  lbs . 

.  5 

Platform  100  to  5,000  lbs . 

.  14 

3 

Counter  100  or  over . 

.  1 

Counter  under  100  lbs . 

.  11 

Beam  under  100  lbs . 

.  14 

1 

2 

Spring  under  100  lbs . 

.  21 

Computing  under  100  lbs . 

.  11 

Personal  Weighing . 

.  1 

Avoirdupois . 

.  99 

Liquid . 

.  30 

Gasoline  Measuring  pumps . 

.  30 

2 

Gasoline  Measuring  Meters . 

.  14 

3 

Kerosene  Measuring  pumps . 

.  2 

Quantity  measures  on  pumps .  .  .  . 

.  208 

Expenditures 

Salary . $100.00 

Trans,  and  supplies. ...  41.86 

Total . $141.86 


Collections 


Sealer  Fees .  $44 . 37 

Town  licenses .  24.00 

Total .  $68.37 


The  duties  of  the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures  is  not 
only  to  seal  the  scales  and  pumps  but  to  protect  the  citizens  from 
losses  which  are  caused  by  negligence  of  the  dealers.  No  Sealer 
can  do  this  except  with  the  co-operation  of  the  citizens.  It  is  his 
duty  to  protect  the  dealers  from  infringment  of  unlicensed  peddlers 
in  town. 

The  funds  of  the  department  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  a  man  al¬ 
ways  on  the  lookout  for  peddlers  so  we  have  to  rely  on  information 
furnished  by  the  citizens. 

Any  information  on  short  measure  will  be  at  once  looked  into,  as 
well  as  any  other  information  that  comes  to  this  office.  Telephone 
281  for  results. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  R.  EASTMAN, 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

MERRIMAC  TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 
TO  JANUARY  1,  1932 

There  were  planted  this  year  2,000  red  pines,  making  39,500  trees 
set  in  the  Town  Forest  to  date.  55  trees  were  taken  from  the 
forest  and  used  for  roadside  planting.  This  makes  185  trees  used 
for  that  purpose.  The  brush  has  been  cleared  from  ten  or  more 
acres. 

Thirty  cords  of  wood  were  carried  over.  Eight  cords  were  cut 
this  year.  Paid  for  cutting  and  yarding  in  wood  12  cords.  There 
were  2l/2  cords  shrinkage. 


14  cords  were  sold  for  cash . .  $77.00 

7  cords  sold  to  the  town. .  38.50 

2 Yo  cords  sold  but  not  paid  for .  13.75 


$129.25 

55  trees  taken  from  the  Town  Forest  and  set 

on  the  roadside .  110.00 


$239 . 25 

Labor  for  care  of  Forest .  $159.25 

Labor  setting  trees .  26.25 

Express  on  trees .  1.01 

Iron  gate .  10.90 


$197.41 

The  appropriation  for  the  Town  Forest  this  year  was  $200.00. 
We  have  provided  for  returns  of  this  amount  and  have  a  balance 
in  favor  of  the  Forest  account  of  $41.84,  making  the  cost  to  date 
above  purchasing  price  of  $272.43. 

In  the  past  year  175  new  Town  Forests  were  established.  There 
are  many  towns  putting  the  waste  lands  taken  for  the  taxes  into 
Forest  reservations. 

Our  Town  Forest  receives  the  smallest  appropriations  of  any 
Town  Forest,  according  to  the  report  of  the  State  Forester. 

We  invite  inspection  of  the  Forest  by  the  citizens  of  Merrimac. 

FRANK  N.  RAND, 

CHARLES  R.  FORD, 

JAMES  T.  COLGAN. 
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REPORT  OF  JANITOR  OF  SARGENT  HALL 


Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen: 


Report  of  Janitor  of  Sargent  Hall  for  1931,  is  as  follows: 


Openings . 

Free . 

Paid  at  $11.00 
Paid  at  3.00 
Paid  at  1.00 


126 

112 

10 

1 

3 


Cash  received  and  paid  Town  Treasurer,  $106.00. 

GEORGE  A.  BETTERS,  Janitor. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 


Total  Inspections .  144 

New  Work .  34 

Additions  and  Changes .  110 

Motor  Inspections .  25 

Defective  Wiring  and  Fixtures .  16 

Poles  removed . . .  4 

Stray  Wires .  3 


The  wiring  in  buildings  is,  on  the  whole,  in  fair  condition. 

I  have  had  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  my  work  as  In¬ 
spector. 

Old  methods  of  wiring  are  being  replaced  by  newer  and  improved 
installations. 

I  recommend  that  portable  lamps,  radios  and  other  electrical  ap¬ 
pliances  be  connected  to  receptacles  rather  than  to  sockets  and 
fixtures,  and  approved  cord  be  used. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Superintendent  of  the  Light  Department  for 
valuable  assistance  rendered  in  making  inspections. 

JOHN  E.  BEAN, 


Inspector  of  Wires. 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Merrimac  Public  Library 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1931  is  herewith  presented. 

During  the  year  the  circulation  increased  to  the  gratifying  total  of 
18,255  volumes,  a  gain  of  4,703  over  the  previous  year.  We  believe 
that  this  is  the  highest  yearly  circulation  attained  in  the  history  of 
the  library.  The  monthly  deliveries  were  as  follows: 


January . 

. 1,680 

July . 

. 1,088 

February . 

. 1,514 

August . 

. 1,326 

March . 

. 1,822 

September . 

. 1,240 

April . 

. 1,362 

October . 

. 1,796 

May . 

. 1,250 

November . 

. 1,885 

June . 

. 1,397 

December . 

. 1,895 

The  accessions  by  purchase  numbered  313,  and  we  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledge  receipt  of  gift  volumes  from  the  following  sources: 


Hon.  Frank  G.  Allen .  1 

Anonymous .  1 

City  of  Lowell .  1 

Clio  Club . 1 

Afrs.  Drusilla  Crosby .  1 

New  York  Stock  Exchange .  1 

Rand  McNally  &  Company .  1 

Miss  Eleanor  S.  Sargent .  12 

Homer  R.  Sargent .  1 

E.  H.  H.  Simmons .  2 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts .  16 

Town  of  Merrimac .  3 

Mrs.  Oscar  W.  Underwood .  1 

United  States  Government .  2 

Hon.  Albert  P.  Wadleigh .  1 

Rev.  Charles  Whittier .  1 


Fines  collected  and  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer  amounted 
to  $103.76. 


In  the  preparation  of  the  budget  for  the  ensuing  year  every  pos¬ 
sible  effort  has  been  made  to  economize,  consisteht  with  the  efficient 
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operation  of  the  library,  and  to  this  end  we  recommend  an  appropri¬ 
ation  of  $900.00  for  the  year  1932,  which  is  $100.00  less  than  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  purpose  in  1931. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  LESLIE  YICCARO, 

LAURA  R.  JEWELL, 

ALVIN  F.  HEATH, 

ABBIE  W.  SARGENT, 

JOHN  B.  JUDKINS, 

FRANK  E.  WALKER, 

Trustees  of  Merrimac  Public  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  KIMBALL  PARK 

To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

Your  Trustees  have  attended  to  their  duties  and  would  report  as 


follows : 

We  have  taken  from  Interest  on  Trust  Funds : 

Judith  Kimball  Account .  $48 . 06 

Amos  Weed*  Account .  91.69 

-  # $139. 75 

From  which  we  have  paid  bills  as  follows: 

Care  of  Park,  Alden  B.  Morse .  $60.00 

Plants  and  Shrubs,  F.  W.  Spinney .  74.75 

Fertilizer .  5.00 

-  $139.75 

We  now  hold  Trust  Funds  in  Merrimac  Savings  Bank,  income 
only  to  be  used: 

Judith  Kimball  Account .  $1 , 000 . 00 

Amos  Weed  Account .  1 , 972 . 79 

♦ 


Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  REARDON, 
RICHARD  A.  SARGENT, 
ALDEN  B.  MORSE, 


Trustees  of  Kimball  Park. 
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39 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE’S  REPORT 

The  report  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  for  the  year  1931  is  as 
follows : 

Nursing  visits  made .  575 

Prenatal  visits . . .  37 

Maternity  visits .  109 

Attendance  at  Deliveries .  8 

Child  Welfare .  110 

Measles .  3 

Chicken  Pox .  24 

Scabies .  4 

Organic  Heart .  2 

Pneumonia .  2 

Shock .  3 

Brights  Disease .  1 

Bronchitis .  2 

Billiousness .  5 

Fractures . .  7 

Tuberculosis .  1 

Carbuncle .  1 

Tonsilitis . 4 .  6 

Intestinal  Flu . .  1 

Impetigo . 34 

Cystitis .  1 

Attendance  at  Operation .  1 

Accompanied  patients  to  Dis.  offices .  25 

Accompanied  patients  to  and  from  Amesbury  Hospital .  3 

Accompanied  patient  to  Lawrence  Hospital  Cancer  Clinic ....  1 

Accompanied  three  patients  to  North  Reading  T.  B.  Clinic.  .  1 

Accompanied  patient  to  Boston  and  Chelsea  Hospital .  1 

Number  of  Deaths .  4 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  sincerely  thank  all  who  have  co-operated 

with  me  the  past  year. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JEAN  BADASHAW, 


Health  Nurse. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  • 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1931,  also  a  statement  of  the  Town 
indebtedness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  C.  PEASE, 

Town  Accountant. 


Taxes 


RECEIPTS— GENERAL  REVENUE 


Current  Year — 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate .  $5 1,064. 06 

Motor  Excise .  4 , 507 . 82 

-  $55,571.88 


Previous  Years — 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate  1929..  $3,307.29 

Motor  Excise  1929 .  216.64 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate,  1930.  16,433.66 

Motor  Excise  1930 . 955 . 64 


$20,913.23 


From  State — 


Income  Taxes  State  (Valuation) . . 

$6,228. 

.00 

Income  Taxes  (Educational) . 

3,420 

.00 

Corporation  Taxes  (Business) .... 

1,978. 

,24 

Corporation  Taxes  (R.  R.  Tel.  & 

Tel.  Co.) . 

112. 

.61 

Corporation  Taxes  (Gas  Elec.  Lt. 

and  Water  Co.) . 

229. 

.34 

Corporation  Taxes  (Public  Service 

1930) . 

2 

.50 

National  Bank  Tax . 

103 

.13 

Veterans  Exemption . 

118. 

55 

$12,192.37 


Highway  Fund  Chapter  122,  Sec.  7  $775 . 00 


$775.00 


Total  for  Taxes 


$88,677.48 
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Licenses 


Filling  Station .  $24 . 00 

Dance .  *  52.00 

Pool .  20.00 

Milk .  10.05 

Victualer . ' .  24.00 

Revolver .  8.00 

Taxi .  2.00 

Auctioneer .  2.00 

Oleo .  .50 

Innholders .  2.00 

Pasteurizing  milk .  10.00 

Used  Car  Dealers .  10.00 

Manufacturing  Ice  Cream .  1.00 

Busses .  50.00 

Peddlers .  24.00 

Kerosene .  1.00 

Alcohol .  10.00 


Total  for  Licenses 


Fines  and  Forfeits 

« 

Fines — 

Court . .  $578.00 


Grant  and  Gifts 


From  State — 

Education 

School  Fund .  $3,172.46  $3,172.46 

From  County — 

Dog  Licenses .  154.57  154.57 


Total  from  Grants  and  Gifts . 

TOTAL  FOR  GENERAL  REVENUE 


Special  Assessments 

Moth  1929 .  $8.10 

Moth  1930 .  75.95 

Moth  1931 .  129.79 

-  $213.84 

Old  Age  Assistance  1931 .  494.00 


Total  for  Special  Assessment 


$251 .00 


$578.00 


$3,327.03 


$93,593.51 


$707.84 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall  Rentals .  •  $ 107. 00 

Town  Offices  Rentals .  668 . 00 

-  $775.00 

Reimbursements — 

Telephone  Tolls .  40.10 

Total  from  General  Government .  $815 . 10 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Inspection 

Sealer  of  Weight  &  Measures  fees. .  $44 . 26 

Forestry — 

Moth  Extermination — 

Sale  of  Lead .  5.00 

-  $49.26 


Total  from  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property . 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Health 

Reimbursements — 

From  State  Division  of  Tuberculosis — 


Contagious  Diseases .  $189.50 

Tuberculosis  Subsidy .  260.71 

From  J.  Hancock  Insurance  Co. — 

N ursing  F ees .  67.80 

From  Metropolitan  Insurance  Co., — - 
Nursing  Fees . 70.65 

From  Health  Nurse — 

N ursing  F ees .  48.60 


Total  from  Health 


$49.26 


$637.26 


HIGHWAYS 

Reimbursements — 

From  State,  ( Divisions  of  Highway) — 


General  Highways .  $3 , 100 . 00 

Special  Highways  (Unemployed).  2,500.00 

Highland  Road  (Rebuilding) .  2,267.10 

Gypsy  Moths .  25.20 


$7,892.30 
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From  Other  Sources — 

Fire  Damage  (Truck) .  $228 . 30 

Use  of  Scraper .  1.25 

Sale  of  Pole .  2.00 

Sale  of  Tile .  12.50 


$244.05 


Total  from  Highways 


$8,136.35 


SIDEWALKS 

From  Abutter .  $43 . 77 


Total  from  Sidewalks .  $43 . 77 


PUBLIC  WELFARE  AND  SOLDIERS’  BENEFITS 

Public  Welfare 

Reimbursements : 

From  State  ( Divison  of  Aid  and  Relief ) — 

Temporary  Aid  (June  30,  1929  to 
June  30,  1930 . 

From  ( Cities  and  Towns) — 

City  of  Haverhill  Temporary  Aid 

(Jan.  1  to  Dec.  1,  1931) . 

City  of  Quincy  Temporary  Aid 

(Jan.  1  to  Dec.  1,  1931) . 

City  of  Newburyport,  Temporary 
Aid  (Jan.  1  to  Dec.  1,  1931) .  .  . 

Town  of  Amesbury,  Temporary 
Aid  (Jan.  1  to  Dec.  1,  1931) .  .  . 


From  Individual 

From  State — 


Mothers’  Aid .  252.89 

Soldiers’  Benefits 

From  state,  State  Aid .  154.00 

Total  from  Public  Welfare  and  Soldiers’  Benefits .  $5,316.00 


EDUCATION  AND  LIBRARY 

Schools 


From  State — 

Superintendent  of  Schools .  $483 . 34 

Tuition  of  State  Wards .  361.31 


$2,274.38  $2,274.38 

1,584.29 
291 . 53 
195.00 
555.83 

-  2,626.65 

8.08 


$844.65 
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All  other — 

Breakage  in  Chemistry  room .  1.45 

Library 

Fines,  etc .  $103.76  103.76 

Total  from  Education  and  Library .  $949.86 


PUBLIC  SERVICES  ENTERPRISES 


Light  Department 


Sale  of  Light .  $19,686.62 

Sale  of  Power .  6 , 053 . 98 

Pole  Rentals .  24.05 

Sale  of  Lamps,  appliances,  etc ....  810.35 

Use  of  Truck  (by  Water  Dept.). .  .  84.33 

Miscellaneous  (from  Water  Dept.)  28.10 


Water  Department 

Sale  of  Water .  $9, 474 . 33 

Repairing  Service  Pipe .  289 . 97 

Laying  Service  Pipe .  485.80 

Miscellaneous .  25.00 

Rent  of  Station  (from  Light  Dept.)  350 . 00 

Station  Wages  (from  Light  Dept.)  588.00 

Pay  Rolls  (from  Light  Dept.) .  991.75 


$26,687.43 


$12,204.85 


Total  from  Public  Enterprises 


$38,892.28 


CEMETERIES 


Sale  of  Lots .  $200 . 00 

Total  from  Cemeteries .  $200 . 00 


INTEREST  AND  TRUST  FUNDS 


Interest 

On  Deposits .  $213.56 

On  Deferred  Taxes .  1 , 057 . 34 

-  $,170.90 

Trust  Fund  Income 

Thomas H.  Hoyt  Library  Fund.  ..  $612.50 

Danvers  Savings  Bank  .  .  .$375.00 
Haverhill  Savings  Bank .  .  $237 . 50 
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Trust  Funds  Principal 

Withdrawals  from — 

Thomas  H.  Hoyt  Library  Fund  to 
Public  Library  General  Account .  $878 . 13 

Kimball  Park  Funds  to  Gen.  Acct.  139 . 75 

-  $1,017.88 


Total  from  Interest  and  Trust  Funds . 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans 


Anticipation  of  Revenue . 

$67,000.00 

Water  Loan 

Water  Main  Extension  (Attitash) . 

10,000.00 

Total  from  Municipal  Indebtedness. 

'  * 

$77,000.00 

AGENCY  AND  TRUST 

Savings  Bank  Deposits 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds . . 

$600.00 

REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Transfers 

From  Light  Department — 

1931  appropriation  for  street  light¬ 
ing  . 

$2,296.43 

1931  appropriation  of  lighting  mu¬ 
nicipal  buildings . 

383.30 

Withdrawal  from  Reserve  Fund  in 
Savings  Bank . 

5,320.27 

Refunds 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund . . . 

• 

$8,000.00 

$425.00 

From  Light  Department — 

Municipal  Light  Tax . 

$8.71 

Highway  Department — 

Checks  Uncashed . 

4.75 

Public  Welfare — 

Check  issued  in  error . 

1.19 

Outstanding  checks  of  prior  years .  .  . 

509.30 

• 

$523.95 

Total  from  Refunds  and  Transfers. .  .  . 
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Unclassified 

Reimbursement  Fire  Loss,  Town 

Buildings .  $2.48 


$238,808.94 

$11,374.57 


Total  Receipts . 

Cash  Balance,  January  1,  1931 


$250,183.51 


EXPENDITURES— GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Legislative 

Salaries — Moderator .  $15.00  $15.00 


Selectmen’s  Department 


Salaries — Chairman .  $450 . 00 

Other  two .  300 . 00 


Accounting  Department 

Salary — Accountant .  1 , 100 . 00 


$750.00 

1,100.00 


Treasurer’s  Department 

Salary — Treasurer .  300 . 00  $300 . 00 


Collector’s  Department 

Salary — Collector  (balance  1929 


taxes) .  160.00 

(on  account  1930  taxes) .  711.13 


Assessors’  Department 

Salary — Clerk .  $325 . 14 

Other  two .  474.86 


Law  Department 

♦ 

Salary — Town  Counsel .  $100.00 


$871.13 


$800.00 

$100.00 


Town  Clerk  Department 

Salary — Town  Clerk .  $250 . 00  $250 . 00 

Election  and  Registration 

Salaries  and  Services — 

Election  Officers .  $100.00 

Registrars .  125.00 


$225.00 
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Bonding  Town  Officers 


Surety  Bonds — 

Tax  Collector .  $120 . 00 

Treasurer’ .  50.00 

Town  Clerk . ’  5.00 

Light  and  Water  Collector .  20.00 

-  $205.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance 

Salary — Janitor .  $75.00 

Services — Janitor . . .  215.00 

Other  Expenses — Fuel .  569 . 29 

Janitor  Supplies .  .  38.26 

T  elephone .  128.08 

Sundry  Repairs. .  .  14.80 

-  $1,040.43 


Town  Hall  Repairs 


Painting — 

Town  Hall  Building  (outside) ....  $300 . 00 

Town  Clock .  20.00 

Flag  Pole .  5.00 

Town  Clerk  and  Assessors’  Office.  85.00 

Rewiring — 

Town  Clerk  and  Assessors .  13.93 

Time  Clock .  1.88 

Fixtures .  2.50 

Carpenter — Offices .  42.94 

Plumbing — Offices .  8.80 

Cleaning  and  moving  books,  re¬ 
cords,  etc .  20.70 

-  $500.75 


Total  for  General  Government 


$6,157.31 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department 


Salaries  and  Services — 

Chief  of  Police .  $2 , 000 . 00 

Night  Patrol .  1 , 825 . 00 

Special  Police  Officers .  451.50 


$4,276.50 
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Other  Expenses — 


Matron . 

$18.00 

Transportation . 

132.15 

Telephone . 

110.89 

Posting  Warrants . 

12.00 

Postage . 

2.15 

Meals  and  care  of  prisoners . 

4.25 

Street  Painting . 

38.15 

Inside  painting . 

6.25 

Repairs,  cell  room . 

4.00 

Typewriter . 

39.00 

Printing . 

8.00 

Supplies . 

24.59 

$399.43 


Fire  Department 

Salaries  and  Services — 

Engineers — 

Chief .  $75.00 

Other  two .  125.00 

Clerk .  10.00 

Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarms .  .  125 . 00 

Stewards .  110.00 

Call  Men .  1,996.75 

Fuel .  341.17 

Fire  Alarm  Box  Repairs — 

Supplies  for  Reconditioning .  $119.20 

Motor  Generator  Set .  80.00 

Labor .  15.75 

Transportation .  3.00 


Maintenance  of  Buildings — 

Light  Fixtures . $33.50 

Labor . : .  13.50 

Painting  Inside .  280 . 25 

Paint  and  Supplies . . .  83.47 

Lumber .  8.70 

Plumbing .  8.65 

Light  Bulbs .  5.97 

Hardware .  24.51 

Cement .  109 . 20 

Repairs  on  Stove .  7.77 


Equipment  and  Repairs — 

Labor  on  Truck .  $66 . 53 

Supplies . .••••  16.08 


$2,441.75 

341.17 


$217.95 


$575.52 


$4,675.93 


$82.61 
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Other  Expenses — 

Motor  Fuel,  etc .  $46.39 

Insurance .  16.20 

T  elephone .  33.40 

Towels .  6.00 

Gas . 5.56 

Printing .  10.15 

-  $117.70 

-  $3,776.70 


Moth  Department 

Salaries  and  Services — 


Superintendent . 

$336.00 

Other  employees . 

484.24 

$820.24 

Other  Expenses — 

Teams . 

$45.00 

Shop  Rent . 

52.00 

Arsenate  of  lead . 

101.45 

Motor  expense . 

26.84 

Scythe . 

1.65 

Snath . 

2.38 

Spray  Pump . 

17.50 

Rope . 

2.28 

Saw  handle  and  screws . 

.49 

$249.59 

$1,069.83 

Tree  Warden 

Labor . 

$240.88 

Transportation . 

6.00 

Horse  hire . 

2.00 

$248.88 

Forest  Warden 

Labor . 

$159.75 

Truck . 

7.00 

Carboy  Vitrol . 

10.76 

$177.51 

Town  Forest 

Labor . 

$185 . 50 

l 

Gate . 

10.90 

Express  on  tress . 

1.01 

$197.41 

Inspector  of  Wiring 

Salary . 

$100.00 

$100.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Salary . 

$100.00 

$100.00 

Total  for  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


$10,346.26 
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HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


Board  of  Health 

Quarantine  and  Contagious  Diseases — 


Tuberculosis — 

Board  and  Treatment .  $895 . 70 

Burying  Dead  Animals .  4.00 

Sanitation — 

Labor  on  Mill  Street  Drain .  $56 . 70 

Labor  on  Spring  Street .  88.40 


Public  Health  Nurse 


Salary .  $1,350.00 

Motor  Expense .  43.61 

Motor  Fuel .  17.11 

Postage  and  Printing .  9.33 


Inspection 


Inspector  of  Animals,  Salary .  $100.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering .  50.00 

Inspector  of  Milk .  25.00 


$1,044.80 


s 


$1,420.05 


$175.00 


Essex  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

Assessment  of  the  cost  and  expen¬ 
ses  of  constructing  an  addition .  . 
Maintenance,  Apportionment  for 
1930 . 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation 


$408.63 

682.02 

-  $1,090.65 

.  $3,730.50 


HIGHWAYS 


Administration —  , 

Superintendent .  $456 . 22 

Other  Expenses — 

Labor .  $3 , 204 . 53 

Trucks .  992.11 

Drivers .  264 . 04 

Stone,  gravel,  etc .  328.38 

Equipment  and  Repairs .  167 . 02 

Motor  Expense .  216.19 

Teams .  20.00 
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Asphalt .  991.22 

TafviaB .  228.00 

Tarvia  K.  P .  1 ,  340 . 46 

Cold  Patch .  106 . 24 

Telephone .  41.30 

Culverts  and  pipe .  123 . 61 

Pipe  and  Fittings .  2.72 

Fuel .  23.34 

Grates  and  Frames .  16.35 

Town  Line  Posts .  23.03 

Shovels .  21.09 

Scraper .  11.40 

Supplies .  37.98 


$8,615.23 


Snow  Removal 


A  dministration — 

Superintendent . 

$375.10 

Other  Expenses — 

Labor . 

$2,037.03 

Trucks . 

509.50 

Drivers . 

254.75 

Teaming  (Sidewalk  plowing,  etc.) . 

278.50 

Rental  of  Snow  Plow . 

395.50 

Fuel . 

54.31 

Telephone . 

19.95 

Express . 

34.00 

Motor  Fuel,  etc . 

95.40 

Supplies . 

72.98 

Repairs  on  Plow . 

274.27 

Repairs  on  Truck . 

101.75 

Reapairs  on  Tractor . 

211.88 

- -  $4,714.92 

Sidewalks,  Railings,  Bridges 

Labor . 

Trucks . 

Motor  Expense . 

Cement  and  Sand .... 

Lumber  and  Hardware 

-  $314.97 


$157.65 

46.25 

1.50 

43.60 

65.97 


» 


$897.50 

100.00 


Permanent  Sidewalks 

East  Main  Street. .  . . 
West  Main  Street .  .  . 


$997.50 
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Special  Highways 

Labor .  $2 , 309 . 60 

Road  Guard .  938.56 

Asphalt . 63.46 

Poles .  54.00 

Motor  Expense .  109 . 25 

Tools .  45.99 

Lumber  and  Sand .  15.93 

Repairs  on  Tools .  22.15 


Rebuilding  Highland  Road 

Final  payment  on  contract . 


S3, 558. 94 
S5 , 486 . 99 


Gravel  on  Nichols  Street 

Labor . 

Trucks . 

Gravel . 


$272.30 

186.25 

41.70 


Gravel  on  some  of  the  Roads 


Labor . $1,169.51 

Trucks .  416.51 

Gravel . . .  109 . 15 

Motor  Fuel,  etc . 60.82 

Repairs  on  Motor .  153.77 


Cutting  Bushes  on  Roadside 

Labor .  $190.75 

Transportation .  8.00 


Rocks  Bridge 

Assessment  for  Maintenance  1930 . 


$500.25 


$1,909.76 


$198.75 

$575.62 


Total  for  Highways .  $26 , 872 . 93 

CHARITIES 

Public  Welfare 


Outside  Relief  by  the  Town — 

Groceries  and  Provisions .  $9,737.38 

Fuel . 2,012.60 

Rent .  2,684.65 

Burial .  100 . 00 

Clothing .  43.81 

Cash .  241.45 

M  edical  Aid .  1 , 483 . 1 5 

Board  &  Care  (in  private  families. .  2 , 228 . 00 

Board  &  Care  (in  own  homes). . .  .  1,802.22 


$20,333.26 
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Other  Institutions — 


$922.53 


$145.00 

$520.71 

-  $21,921.50 

Soldiers’  Relief 


Groceries  and  Provisions .  $2 , 94  9 . 22 

Fuel .  353.50 

Rent .  1,037.25 

Clothing .  19.20 

Cash .  528.00 

Medical  Aid .  350 . 00 


Other  Institutions — 
Amesbury  Hospital 
Hale  Hospital . 


Soldiers’  Benefits 

State  Aid — 

Cash .  $200.00  $200.00 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Cash . $2,027.32 

Medical  Aid .  10.00 


$2,037.32 


$29,960.74 

SCHOOLS 

Administration 


Salaries 


School  Committee . 

$175.00 

Superintendent. . 

850.00 

Regular .... 

. $750.00 

Special . 

. 100.00 

Superintendent’s 

Secretary . 

250.00 

$175.75 

189.00 

-  $5,601.92 


Amesbury  Hospital .  $560 . 55 

Newburyport  Hospital . .  91.00 

Gale  Hospital .  170.98 

Private  Hospital .  100.00 


Relief  Given  by  Other  Cities  and  Towns — 

Haverhill  (Food) .  $125.00 

Amesbury  (Food) .  20.00 


Relief  given  by  State  Dept,  of  Public  Welfare — 
Division  of  Child  Guardianship, 

Board  in  Private  Family. . 


$1,275.00 
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Other  Expenses — 

Superintendent  Expenses . 

Travel . $158.17 

Telephone .  3\) .  05 

Postage .  3^0 . 66 

Supplies .  49.53 

School  Committee  Expenses . 

Truant  Officer . 

School  Census . 

School  Physician . 

Law  Enforcement . 


$251.51 


38.56 

50.00 

25.00 

50.00 

5.07 


Teachers’  Salaries — 

High . $7,146.07 

Elementary .  11,174.08 

Supervisors  (High) .  200 . 00 

Supervisors  (Elementary) .  600.00 

Health  Nurse .  260 . 00 


Text  Books  and  Supplies — 


High — 

Text  Books  and  Reference  Books  $488 . 16 

Supplies .  276.08 


Elementary — 

Text  and  Reference  Books .  $440.53 

Supplies . .  .  813.60 


Tuition — Elementary 


Transportation — 

Busses .  $2,915.00 

Liability  Insurance .  246 . 72 


Fuel — 

High .  $474.06 

Elementary .  960 . 29 


Janitors’  Services — 

$400.00 
1,180.00 


High . 

Elementary, 


$420.14 


$19,380.15 

$764.24 

$1,254.13 

$60.00 

% 

$3,161.72 

$1,434.35 

$1,580.00 
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Buildings — 

High — 

Repairs . 

$175.56 

Janitors’  Supplies . 

54.53 

Miscellaneous . 

Elementary — 

8.70 

$238.79 

Repairs . 

$692.23 

Janitors’  Supplies . 

68.29 

Miscellaneous . 

9.20 

$769 . 72 

Furniture  and  Furnishings . 

$46.06 

$46.06 

H  ealth — Supplies . 

$9.00 

$9.00 

Other  Expenses — High . 

$20.50 

Toilets  and  Heating  in  Merrimacport  School 

Contract . 

$1,490.00 

$1,490.00 

Vocational  Training  (1930) 

City  of  Haverhill . 

$89 . 42 

Vocational  Training  (1931) . 

168.44 

$257.86 

Total  for  Schools 


$32,161 .66 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Salaries  and  Services — 

Librarian .  $530.78 

Janitor  Services .  173.29 

-  $704.07 

Books  and  Periodicals,  includ.  Bind.  $612.93  $612.93 


Building — 

Fuel . 

Light . 

Air  Purifier  and  Cleaner 

Waxing  Floor . 

Costumer . 

Supplies . 

Express . 

Janitors’  Supplies . 

Librarian  Expense . 

-  $260 . 55 


$285.45 

15.13 

-  $300.58 

$73.25 

142.00 

3.95 

19.53 

.75 

18.47 

2.60 


Total  for  Libraries 


$1,878.13 
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Kimball  Park 

Labor . 

Shrubs . 

Fertilizer . 

Total  for  Recreation : 


RECREATION 


$60 . 00 
74.75 
5.00 


$139.75 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Memorial  Day 


American  Legion .  $100 . 00 

Grand  Army  of  Republic .  100 . 00 


Printing — 

1931  Town  Reports .  $200.64 

Selectmen .  39.85 

Elections .  88.85 

Town  Clerk .  3.50 


Insurance — 

Health  Nurse  Automobile .  $37 . 38 

Tractor . 90.20 

Truck .  74.35 

Firemen .  243.75 

Workmens’  Compensation .  752.95 

Tax  Collector .  27.50 

Fire  Department  (Motor  Pumping 

Engine) .  36.45 

Town  Buildings  (School  Buildings, 

Fires  Station,  Town  Hall  Build¬ 
ing,  Highway  Storehouse) .  1 , 008 . 00 


Advance  for  Change — 

Light  Department. .  .  $62 . 50 

Water  Department .  62.50 


$200.00 


$332.84 


$2,270.58 


$125.00 


M  iscellaneous — 


Selectmen — 

Transportation .  $50 . 45 

Supplies .  29.42 

P.  O.  Box  Rent .  1-80 

Printing .  6.16 


$87 . 82 


A  ccountant — Supplies 


$22 . 38 


$22.38 
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Town  Clerk — 

Printing .  $15.00 

Supplies .  24.25 

Recording  Births,  Deaths,  Mar¬ 
riages  .  78.50 

Qualifiing  Officers .  12.75 

Certifying  Oaths .  5.75 


Town  Treasurer— 

Envelopes . 

Checks . 

Supplies . 

Check  Writer .  . . 
Transportation. . 
Certifying  Notes 


$89.92 

37.16 

4.20 

36.50 

5.30 

26.00 


Assessors — 

Adding  Machine .  $171.50 

Preparing  Polls  Lists . 25.00 

Abstract  of  Deeds .  39.41 

State  Book .  50.00 

Envelopes  and  Postage .  13.98 

Transportation .  11.00 

Supplies .  34.65 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — 


Transportation .  $33 . 63 

Supplies .  8.23 


Tax  Collector — 

Printing .  $43 . 40 

Envelopes .  48.28 

Supplies . 18.39 


Inspector  of  Wiring — 

Transportation .  $14.80 

Postage .  .24 

Fuses .  .15 


Election  and  Registration — 

Voting  Lists .  $58 . 00 

Checking  V oters  at  T own  M  eetings  14.75 


$136.25 


$199.08 


$345.54 


$41.86 


$110.07 


$15.19 


$72.75 


Water  Department — 
Repairing  Watering  Trough 


$13.95 


$13.95 
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All  Other — 

Fee  for  recording  deed  to  land  giv¬ 
en  to  Town  by  Standard  Oil  Co. 
Expenses  in  connection  with  the 
Old  Age  Assitance . 

Reserve  Fund 

Town  Hall  Maintenance . 

Town  Hall  Repairs . 

Board  of  Health . 

Highway . 

Gravel  on  Nichols  Street . 

Rebuilding  Highland  Road . 

Miscellaneous . 

Insurance . 

Snow . 


$2.00  $2.00 

30.00  30.00 

-  $1,076.89 


$340.43 

.75 

44.80 

15.23 

.25 

70.82 

276.89 

144.61 

106.22 

-  $1,000.00 


Total  f or  U nclassified .  $5,005.31 


PUBLIC  SERVICE  ENTERPRISE 


Electric  Light  Department 


$75.00 
1,270.10 
1,160.00 
300.00 

-  $2,805.10 

Rent  of  office  (to  Town) .  $184.00 

Care  of  Office .  28.00 

Office  Supplies .  237 . 49 

-  $449.49 


Administration — 

Commissioners . 

Manager . 

Collector . 

Other  Clerk. . .  . 


Station — 

Wages  (to  Water  Department)..  .  $588.00 

Electric  Energy .  14, 5^3 . 38 

Rent  (to  Water  Department) ....  350.00 


General  Expenses — 

Meters  and  Transformers .  $1 , 610 . 54 

Lamps,  etc .  723.71 

Repairs  to  Lines .  1 , 063 . 87 

Trimming  Trees .  1 , 052 . 77 

Street  Lighting  Equipment .  2'6 . 54 

Insurance .  170.78 


$15,501.38 
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Depreciation  Fund  to  Sav.  Bank .  .  1 }  330 . 58 

Construction .  1 }  309 . 20 

Incidentals .  293 . 90 


$7,581.89 


Total  for  Electric  Light  Department 


$26,337.86 


Water  Department 


A  dministration — 

Commissioners .  $75.00 

Superintendent .  799.76 

Collector .  580 . 00 


Rent  of  Office  (to  Town) .  $184 . 00 

Office  Supplies .  205 . 17 


$1,454.76 

$389 . 17 


Pumping  Station 

Engineers . 

Fuel . 

Insurance . 

Oil  and  Waste .  . 


$1,840.00 

2,468.52 

270.78 

80.49 


General —  * 

Labor .  $1,679.19 

Miscellaneous  and  Repairs .  1,201.57 


$4,659.79 


$2,880.76 


Total  for  Water  Department 


$9,384.48 


ATTITASH  WATER  EXTENSION 

Installing  Pipe  Line 


Labor .  $3,407.25 

Pipe  and  Fittings .  2 , 993 . 30 

Stock  and  Waste  Valves .  178.41 

Equipment .  49.60 

Hydrants .  287 . 06 

Lead .  243.98 

Telephone .  4.50 

Trucking .  6.00 

Express .  7.99 

Dynamites,  Caps,  Yarn .  20.07 

Oil,  Lanterns,  Lime .  24.07 

Civil  Engineer,  services .  140 . 10 


Total  for  Water  Extension 


$7,372.33 
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CEMETERIES 


Labor . .  $1 , 353 . 81 

Other  Expenses — 

Equipment .  $30 . 45 

Supplies .  12.75 

Total  for  Cemeteries .  $1 , 397 . 01 


INTEREST 

Temporary  Loans 

Anticipation  of  Revenue .  $1 , 296 . 27 

Public  Service  Loans 

Water .  280.00 

Total  for  Interest .  $1,576.27 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans 

Anticipation  of  Revenue .  $62,000.00 

Public  Service  Loans 

Water .  3,500.00 

Total  for  Municipal  Indebtedness . .  $65 , 500 . 00 

AGENCY,  TRUST,  INVESTMENT 

Agency 

State  Tax . 

County  Tax . 

Auditing  Municipals  Accounts .  .  . 

Municipal  Light  Tax . 

Parks  and  Reservations  Tax . 

Old  Age  Assistance  Tax . 


Trust  i 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care — 

Deposits  to  Savings  Bank .  $500 . 00 

Public  Library — 

Deposits  to  Savings  Bank .  612.50 

- -  $1,112.50 


$2,700.00 

4,416.94 

40.76 

8.71 

43.45 

775.00 

-  $7,984.86 


Total  for  Agency  and  Trust. 


$9,097.36 
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REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes 

Abatement  after  payment .  $9.71 

Water  Department 

Reimbursement  on  account  of  in¬ 
surance  collected  by  town  for 
broken  hydrant .  17.00 

Liglit  Department 

1930  Appropriation  Street  Light¬ 
ing .  $2,296.43 

1930  Appropriation  Lighting  Town 
Buildings .  383 . 30 

Transferred  to  Town  General  Rev¬ 
enue  . 

Total  for  Refunds  and  Transfers . 


Less  Transfers 

Reserve  Fund  to  various  depart¬ 
ments . 


$2,706.44 


$1,000.00 


Total  Payments .  $238 , 424 . 34 

Cash  Balance,  December  31,  1931 . .  11,759.17 


$250,183.51 
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A — Balance,  January  1,  1931.  $10,000.00  E — Transferred  from  Public  Service  Loans  to  Water  Main  Extension. 

$1,000.00  B — Transferred  from  Reserve  Fund.  9,937.84  F — Transferred  to  Revenue  1932. 

2,679.73  C — Transferred  to  Light  Department.  1,000.00  G — Transferred  to  various  departments. 

878. 13  D — Transferred  from  T.  H.  Hoyt  Fund  to  Library.  3,489,63  G — Transferred  to  various  departments. 
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LIABILITIES 


Bonds  Payable 


Year  1932 


Water 

$3 , 500 . 00 


Interest  Payable  on  Bonds 


Year  1932 


140 . 00 


Notes  Payable 


Year  1932 
Year  1933 
Year  1934 
Year  1935 
Year  1936 


Water  Main 
Extension 

$2 , 000 . 00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 


Interest  on  Notes  Payable 


Year  1932 
Year  1933 
Year  1934 
Year  1935 
Year  1936 


$400 . 00 
320.00 
240 . 00 
160.00 
80.00 
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TREASURER’S  STATEMENT 

■) 

To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

During  the  past  two  years  the  number  of  checks  issued  by  this 
department  has  increased  approximately  100%  due  to  a  number 
of  causes.  Among  these  reasons  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 

The  desire  to  divide  the  work  of  the  highway  department  among  as 
many  men  as  possible  which  results  in  many  more  names  being  on 
the  payroll  than  formerly. 

All  bills  rendered  by  the  merchants  of  the  town  are  paid  weekly 
as  it  is  felt  that  they  are  entitled  to  prompt  payment  during  the 
present  depression. 

During  the  past  year  the  town  was  forced  to  borrow  more  ex¬ 
tensively  in  anticipation  of  taxes  owing  to  the  prevailing  conditions. 
The  discount  rates  on  these  loans  ranged  from  1.62%  to  4.50%. 

The  last  water  bond  of  the  issue  of  1904  will  be  paid  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROY  C.  JOURNEAY, 


Town  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

A.  Raymond  Waterhouse,  Collector,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 
Merrimac :  f 

Final  Account — 1929  Tax  List 


Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  (last  report. .  $2,881.44 

To  interest  received  on  overdue  taxes.  ...  219.98 

-  $3,101.42 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer .  $2,727.27 

By  abatements .  374.15 

-  $3,101.42 


1930  Account 


Dr. 


To  uncollected  taxes  (last  report) .  $18 , 645 . 20 

To  late  collections  (last  report) .  5,910.99 

To  late  assessments  (last  report) .  99.68 

To  interest  received  on  overdue  taxes.  ...  601.10 


$25,256.97 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer .  $18,066.44 

By  abatements .  566.25 

By  tax  titles  held  by  the  Town . .  267 . 90 

By  taxes  uncollected . .  6 , 356 . 38 

-  $25,256.97 


1931  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


Dr. 

i 

To  1931  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  List .  $5,728.75 

To  interest  received .  9.98 

-  $5,738.73 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer .  $4,517.80 

By  abatements .  200 . 69 

By  excise  taxes  uncollected .  1 , 020 . 24 

-  $5,738.73 
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1931  Tax  Account 
Dr. 

To  1931  tax  list .  $77,478.60 

To  interest  received  on  overdue  taxes.  ...  116.67 

-  $77,595.27 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer .  $51,804.52 

By  abatements .  1,281.47 

By  tax  title  held  by  the  Town .  306.20 

By  collections  since  Dec.  31,  1931 .  3,168.73 

By  taxes  uncollected .  21 , 034 . 35 

-  $77,595.27 


Uncollected  Taxes 


Aiken,  Vaughn  U .  $35.10 

Aldrich,  George  L .  3.00 

Allard,  Albert .  5.46 

Allard,  Ernest  J .  24.84 

Arsenault,  George  D.,  etals .  95.94 

Atkins,  Ora  A .  33.15 

Bailey,  Elizabeth  C .  62.40 

Bailey,  Lucy  Est .  2.73 

Baptist  Society .  89.70 

Barry,  George  J.  and  Alice  E .  55.65 

Basilere,  Arthur  L .  167 . 58 

Batchelder,  Charles  H .  3.00 

Batchelder,  Harlow  E .  3.00 

Battis,  Elmer  E .  127.41 

Battis,  J.  William .  82.95 

Bean,  Margaret  E.,  bal .  34.30 

Bean,  William  E .  3.00 

Bean,  William  H .  3.00 

Beauvais,  Avon  J . . .  3.00 

Beckford,  Lizzie  H .  7.80 

Belletette,  Alfonse  C .  1.17 

Bishop,  Edward  and  Justina  M . 218.40 

Bisson,  Joseph .  307.94 

Bisson,  Henry . 3.00 

Blackden,  Dale .  42.00 

Blackden,  Fred  A .  49.80 

Blackden,  Glenn .  3.00 

Blaisdell,  Harry  H.  and  Louisa  B . .  .  53.70 

Blotner  Realty  Company .  117.00 

Boisvert,  Joseph,  bal .  26.27 

Boisvert,  Ovilla,  bal .  15.60 

Bonford,  John .  3.00 

Bouley,  Mary  B .  62.40 
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Bourneaff,  Francis  G.,  etals .  136.50 

Bousquet,  Elmer  H .  3.00 

Bousquet,  Ilia  M .  58.50 

Bowser,  Russell  G.  and  Helen  E .  21.33 

Bonser,  James  A .  54.60 

Brady,  J.  Frank  and  Nellie  E .  120.98 

Breed,  Faye  H.  Est .  39.50 

Bridge,  Arthur  D.  etals .  83.73 

Bridges,  Charles  E .  73.84 

Bridges,  Charles  S.  C .  75.40 

Brown,  Linnie  W .  19.50 

Brown,  Ronald  G .  3.00 

Buckley,  James  W . 1.95 

Bunker,  Melvin  E .  3.39 

Burke,  Orin  W .  73.15 

Busch,  Charles  W .  3.00 

Bushway,  Frank  H .  3.00 

Carpenter,  Lizzie  A .  59.28 

Carroll,  Esther  Heirs .  54.60 

Carroll,  J.  Ernest .  61.50 

Carter,  Hughina .  50.70 

Casazza,  William  C .  3.00 

Caulumbie,  Arthur  L .  9.75 

Cavanaugh,  George .  12.75 

Cerat,  Frederick .  3.00 

Chase,  Fred  H.  G .  112.20 

Chernburg,  Ferdinand .  3.00 

Choate,  Fred  S .  1.17 

Clapp  Co.,  Chas.  G .  390.00 

Clark,  Arthur  R.  and  Annie  E .  80.45 

Clough,  James  M.  and  Etta  M .  34.98 

Colburn,  Horace  D .  3.00 

Cole,  Helen  T .  52.65 

Collins,  Arthur  M . 3.00 

Connor,  Samuel  H .  29.25 

Connor,  Doris .  32.37 

Connor,  John  F .  1.95 

Cook,  Clarence .  2.34 

Cook,  Mildred  A .  15.60 

Cooper,  Almon .  3.00 

Corsen,  Nellie  F .  1.56 

Cote,  Armond  M.  and  Eva  D .  120.90 

Cottan,  Archibald  J.,  bal .  4.61 

Crabtree,  Sarah  A .  8.97 

Craig,  Henry  L .  3.00 

Crane,  W.  R.  and  E.  M .  82.90 

Crockett,  Ernest  R .  3.00 

Crofut,  Nathan  and  Daisie  M.,  bal .  51.70 

Cummings,  Thomas  F .  3.00 
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Currier,  Earl  W .  13.65 

Currier,  George  D .  132 . 85 

Currier,  John  E.,  bal .  176.00 

Clement,  Rufus  P.  Est .  76.10 

Davis,  Charles  E . .  .  .  .  3.00 

Davis,  Charles  H.,  bal .  1.39 

Davis,  Harriet  J .  74.10 

Davis,  Herman  F . . .  1 , 858 . 87 

DeCosta,  Wesley .  3.00 

Delong,  Howard  L.,  bal .  58.73 

Deminie,  Henry  W.  and  Adelaide . 102.81 

Demeritt,  Emma  A .  93.60 

Denault,  Ernest  J .  3.00 

Derosiers,  Joseph  A .  3.00 

Dickens,  Ella  K .  120.90 

Donais,  Napoleon  J .  117.88 

Donovan,  James  P .  3.00 

Dore,  Leslie .  121.95 

Drolet,  Herman .  8.85 

Durgin,  Lynford  L . 49.91 

Dusseaulth,  Rosemont .  27.30 

Dwyer,  Nora  E .  64.35 

Dwyer,  Samuel  D . 2.34 

Eastman,  Harold  R .  60.05 

Eaton,  James  H .  3.90 

Eaton,  Leslie  R .  51.75 

Eaton,  Lydia  M .  46.80 

Eaton,  Wm.  A.  Jr.,  and  Myrtle  E .  57.99 

Eldridge,  G.  Leslie . 3.00 

Eldridge,  Wallace  L . . .  46.80 

Fairbanks,  Horace . — .  3.39 

Fieldsend,  Edmund  J.  etals .  54.60 

Fiske,  Florian  W.,  etals . 74.70 

Fitzgerald,  Rodney .  34.59 

Flanders,  Ivory  W.  and  Helen  A .  36.15 

Foisy,  Eugene  U .  3.00 

Forsythe,  Heirs  Wm.  D .  12.48 

Fortin,  Henry  J .  3.39 

Foster,  Effie  F .  13.26 

Foster,  Rosamond .  42.90 

Foster,  William .  31.08 

Foster,  Willis  J .  38.10 

Foster,  Willis  M .  3.00 

Frost,  Clark  B . 1.56 

Frj^e,  Joseph  B.,  bal .  74.27 

Garavanta,  Heirs,  John .  79.95 

Gay,  Frank  E .  3.90 

Germaine,  Richard . .  3.00 

Gilday,  James  H .  .  . .  3.00 
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Gillett,  Burt  W . 

Gilmore,  Martin  F . 

Gilmore,  Michael  J.Jr . 

Goddard,  Fred  S . 

Godin,  Anthony . 

Goldsmith,  Edward  F . 

Goodwin,  Albert  E . 

Gortat,  F.  Phillippe,  bal . 

Gould,  I.  Morrill . 

Greeley,  Arthur  B.  and  Mildred . 

Grimm,  Sarah  A . 

Hall,  Dustin  A . 

Hall,  Harold  C . 

Hall,  Leslie  W . 

Hamel,  Arthur  J . 

Hamel,  Harry . 

Hannon,  William  J . 

Hargraves,  Daniel  E . . 

Hargraves,  Frank  H . 

Hargraves,  Perley  H . 

Harrington,  Vera  M . 

Harrower,  Lillian  J . 

Harrower,  Thos.  O.  and  Thos.  W 

Hartwell,  Paul  H . 

Harvey,  Joseph  etals . 

Harvey,  Wendell  T . 

Haskell,  Ernest  W.  Heirs . 

Haverhill,  City  of . 

Haverhill  Co-operative  Bank. .  .  . 

Head,  Natt . . . 

Heath,  Fred  L . 

Heath,  Warren  H . 

Hemmenway,  Raymond . 

Henry,  Carmille  J . 

Herbert,  Victor . 

Hoar,  John  J . 

Hopkinson,  Fred  T . 

Houle,  Armond . 

How,  J.  Duncan . 

Howe,  Clifford  R.  and  Clara  B .  . 

Howeison,  Rufus  E . 

Hoyt,  Eva  L . 

Hoyt,  Frank  W . 

Hoyt,  Horace  W . 

Hughes,  John  H . 

Hughes,  Mary  A . . 

Hull,  James  H.  and  Alice  M.,  bal 

Hull,  Harry  W . 

Humphreys,  James  J . 


54.60 
3.00 
4.56 
3.00 

274.95 

3.00 

3.00 

72.60 
92.70 

84.90 

58.50 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

30.30 
3.00 
298 . 20 

38.60 
38.10 

124.68 

1.17 
78.00 

132.60 

32.25 

3.12 

3.00 

130.76 

140.40 

78.00 

73.20 

69.90 
127.33 

3.00 

9.24 

22.50 
3.51 

186.30 

3.00 

65.54 

135.32 

45.90 
98.67 

3.78 

67.35 

4.17 

81.90 
38.78 
65.40 
52.13 
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Hume,  Aaron  A . 

Huley,  Annie,  bal . 

Hutchins,  John  A.  and  Mary  E. 

Has  well  Land  Co . . . 

Jannell,  Curtis  J . 

Jones,  J.  Thomas . 

Joudrey,  Angus . 

Joudrey,  Carl  L . 

Kelly,  Willard  B . 

Kennett,  F.  Maynard . 

Kimball,  George  M . 

Kingsbury,  Ella  E.  Est . 

Knight,  Allen  G.  etals,  bal . 

Krayenbuhl,  Amelia . 

Krayenbuhl,  Samuel  J . 

Kotzebue,  Paul . 

King,  Benjamin  W.  . . 

Lajoie,  Elodie . 

Lamb,  Charles  J . 

Lamb,  William  J . 

Lamb,  William  H . 

Lamie,  Charles  Z . 

Lancaster,  Charles  A . 

Lancaster,  Charles  L . 

La  valley,  Wilfred  J . 

La  valley,  Joseph  N . 

Lavalley,  Wilfred . 

Lawrence,  Luther  D . 

Lennard,  Thomas  M.  and  Agnes 

Liberty,  Sarah  Heirs . 

Lyman,  M.  J . 

MacDonald,  Jesse  E . 

MacDougall,  William  J . 

MacRae,  Duncan  (bal.) . 

Manning,  Catherine  C . 

Mapplebeck,  R.  E.  Heirs . 

Marcus,  Israel . 

Marshall,  Jennie  W . 

Marston,  Aldena . 

Matthews,  Frank  F . 

McAuliffe,  John  J . 

McCarron,  Paul  R . 

McCarron,  Peter . 

McCutcheon,  Thomas . 

McDoanld,  Malcolm . 

Mclnnis,  George  A . 

McLain,  Minnie . 

McLaughlin,  Caroline  H . 

Mears,  Arthur  L . 


82.95 
80.00 
98.55 

3.90 

3.00 

3.78 

3.00 

3.00 

111.03 

56.29 
1.95 

81.90 
2.11 

226 . 98 
3.00 

45.90 
3.12 
1.95 
3.00 
3.00 

60.45 
50.70 

285 . 95 
3.00 
1.17 

66.30 
38.49 
96.60 
34.20 

432.90 
3.00 
3.00 
32.25 
100.00 
5.85 
1.56 
556 . 20 
116.10 
2.34 
3.12 
3.12 
3.00 

54.45 
90.75 

3.39 

117.00 

1.95 
1.95 
8.19 
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Merrimac  Battery  Company .  19.50 

Merrimac  Body  Company .  604 . 50 

Merrimac  Sweet  Shop .  103.50 

Messier,  Joseph  N .  25.62 

Miner,  Charles  A .  3.00 

Miner,  Edgar .  3.00 

Miner,  Francis  H.  and  Gertrude  M .  36.15 

Miner,  J.  Louise .  50.70 

Moore,  Thomas .  79.95 

Moulton,  Anna  B .  152.37 

Murphy,  George  W.  J .  207.80 

Murray,  M.  Elizabeth .  30.42 

Murrey,  Susan  V .  2.34 

Mustonen,  Tilda .  97.50 

Naismith,  James  B .  163.80 

Nason,  Elbert  I.  and  Hattie  E .  64.35 

Newhall,  Nellie  E . 78.00 

Nichols,  George  P .  11.70 

Noone,  Edward .  3.00 

Odiorne,  Charles  F .  3.00 

Olivera,  John  B .  1.95 

(T Keefe,  Edward  J .  3.00 

Ollis,  J.  Henry .  86.85 

Owens,  John .  3.00 

Owens,  Ralph  E .  3.00 

Pare,  Joseph  &  Rosanna .  98.55 

Peasley,  J.  William . 3.12 

Peavey,  Albert  W .  3.00 

Pedrick,  Lincoln .  42.90 

Perkins,  John  F.  &  Mildred  P .  70.41 

Perkins,  William  D.  and  Mary  G .  40.00 

Picard,  Ludger .  44.85 

Picone,  Kate .  7.80 

Plant,  Leo  P .  3.00 

Plouff,  Eugene  L.,  bal .  62.40 

Prescott,  Charles  W.  and  Mary .  49.80 

Prince,  George  E . 37.05 

Purdy,  George  B .  ’  69.30 

Rand,  Fannie  H .  384.15 

Ray,  James .  3.90 

Richards,  Normand  E .  46.80 

Richardson,  W.  C .  1.95 

Roberts,  Clara  E.  Heirs .  152.10 

Roberts,  Walter  S.,  etals .  1.95 

Robinson,  Barney  L.,  etals .  98.55 

Rolfe,  Robert  O .  37.05 

Roy,  David  J.,  Gdn .  13.65 

Russell,  Annie  B.,  Heirs .  359.97 

Robinson,  Charles  W .  1.17 
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Sande,  Charles  E.  and  Helen  K .  89.22 

.  Sande,  Gunner  M . 3.00 

Sanuk,  Powell  and  Alexandra .  94.26 

Sarasin,  Trefley .  3.00 

Sargent,  B.  Frank .  27.30 

Sargent,  John  K.  and  S.  Bixby.  .  . .  240.63 

Sargent,  M.  Heirs .  380.25 

Sargent,  Orlando  M .  72.03 

Sargent,  Ralph  H .  178.50 

Sargent,  T.  Monroe  Heirs,  bal .  48.55 

Sargent,  William  I.,  etals .  92.70 

Sawyer,  Harland  Heirs .  4.68 

Sheldon,  Franklin  D .  3.39 

Sheldon,  Guy  E .  3.39 

Sheridan,  Margaret  Heirs .  64.35 

Shute,  Jasper .  3.00 

Sloban,  Thomas .  95.70 

Smith,  Albert  B .  123.90 

Smith,  George  P .  36.15 

Smithers,  Frank .  3.00. 

Snow,  Charles .  3.90 

Soper,  Emma  J .  81.90 

Soule,  Ossiam  M . 4.56 

Spinney,  Harry  L .  3.00 

Spinney,  Harry  L.  Jr .  3.00 

Spinney,  Waldo  B .  3.00 

Spinney,  William  H . 3.00 

Stacey,  Myra  L .  27.30 

Steer,  William  M .  148.86 

Stevens,  George  V .  55.65 

Stewart,  Benjamin  F .  3.39 

Stewart,  Robert  H .  3.00 

Stickney,  Adeline  W .  7.80 

Streeter,  Chester  W . .  37.05 

Streeter,  Harriet .  1.17 

Streeter,  Wm.  and  Josephine .  177.54 

Street,  William  F.  and  Mary  T .  42.00 

Sullivan,  Mortimer  M . 3.00 

Sylvester,  Arthur  L.  and  Iva  L .  103 . 62 

Talbot,  Adelard .  12.70 

Tammick,  Henry  C .  53.95 

Theriault,  Raoul .  3.00 

Thomas,  Archer  E.  and  Nettie  M .  127.80 

Thorne,  Emma,  etals .  7.80 

Travers,  Albert  M . ,  .  .  .  .  3.00 

Travers,  Michael  J.  and  Sarah  J .  42.78 

Trull,  Herbert  L .  73.20 

Tucker,  Annie  L.  etals,  bal . 53.60 

Turner,  Homer  R .  3.00 
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Valleries,  Joseph  1 .  163.29 

Wallace,  Earle  G.  and  Altha  G .  100.50 

Wallace,  Loren  H.,  bal .  33.54 

Ward,  Edward  W.,  etals .  5.46 

Ward,  Harry  E .  1.56 

Wasilhak,  Stephen,  etals .  2.34 

Watson,  Merle  V .  69.30 

Wentworth,  Chester .  3.00 

Wheeler,  Everett .  3.00 

Wheeler,  Reginald .  3.39 

Whiting,  Mary  A .  50.70 

Whitman,  John  R .  46.80 

Winfield,  George .  1.56 

Woodman,  Mary  C .  81.90 

Wonson,  Frank .  3.12 

Worcester,  Edward  W . 45.90 

Woyvoda,  Frank .  3.00 

Woyvoda,  Rudolph .  3.00 

Wright  Garage  Company .  487.50 

York,  Joseph  W . 3.00 

Young,  Jesse  C .  3.12 

Moth  Taxes .  5.50 

Late  Assessments .  104.70 


Total .  $21,034.35 

'  A.  RAYMOND  WATERHOUSE, 


Collector  of  Taxes. 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  CORPORATIONS  AND  TAXATION 

DIVISION  OF  ACCOUNTS 


REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT 
of 

THE  ACCOUNTS  OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC 
For  the  Period  from  April  9,  1929  to  June  30,  1931 
Made  in  Accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  44,  Gen.  Laws 


October  6,  1931 


October  6,  1931. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen , 

Mr.  John  K.  Sargent,  Chairman , 

Merrimac,  Massachusetts. 

Sir: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Town  of  Merrimac  for  the  period  from  April  9,  1929  to  June  30, 
1931,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44,  General 
Laws.  This  report  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief  Accountant  of  this  Division. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THEODORE  N.  WADDELL, 

Director  of  Accounts. 


TNW-MEF 
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Mr.  Theodore  N.  Waddell, 

Director  of  Accounts , 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation, 

State  House,  Boston. 

Sir:— 

As  directed  by  you,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the  books  and  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  town  of  Merrimac  for  the  period  from  April  9,  1929, 
the  date  of  the  previous  audit,  to  June  30,  1931,  and  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  thereon: 

The  financial  transactions  of  the  town,  as  recorded  on  the  books 
of  the  several  departments  receiving  and  disbursing  money  for  the 
town  or  committing  bills  for  collections,  were  examined  and  recon¬ 
ciled  with  the  books  and  records  in  the  town  accountant’s  office. 

The  books  and  accounts  in  the  town  accountant’s  office  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  checked  in  detail.  The  recorded  receipts  were  com¬ 
pared  and  reconciled  with  the  treasurer’s  records,  and  the  recorded 
disbursements  were  checked  with  the  warrants  approved  by  the  se¬ 
lectmen  and  with  the  treasurer’s  books.  The  ledger  accounts  were 
analyzed,  the  necessary  correcting  and  adjusting  entries  were  made, 
and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  was  prepared 
showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  town  as  of  June  30,  1931. 
The  classification  book  was  checked  and  compared  with  the  ledger 
accounts.  The  appropriation  accounts  were  checked  with  the  town 
clerk’s  records  of  appropriations  voted  by  the  town. 

It  was  noted  that  transfers  from  the  reserve  fund  to  various  ap¬ 
propriations  were  voted  by  the  selectmen  and  not  by  the  appropria¬ 
tion  committee,  as  required  by  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  General  Laws 
which  reads  as  follows. 

To  provide  for  extraordinary  or  unforseen  expenditures, 
a  town  may  at  an  annual  town  meeting  appropriate  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent  of  the  tax  levy  of  the  preceding 
year,  to  be  known  as  the  reserve  fund.  No  direct  drafts 
against  this  fund  shall  be  made,  but  transfers  from  the  fund 
may  from  time  to  time  be  voted  by  the  finance  or  approp¬ 
riation  committee  of  the  town,  in  towns  having  such  a 
committee,  and  in  other  towns  by  the  selectmen;  and  the 
town  accountant  in  towns  having  such  an  official,  and  in 
other  towns  the  auditor  or  board  of  auditors,  shall  make 
such  transfers  accordingly. 

It  was  also  found  that  bills  have  been  paid  for  the  cutting  of  wood 
in  the  town  forest  without  a  specific  appropriation  therefor.  It  is 
recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  voted  by  the  town  to  take 
care  of  such  expenses  in  the  future. 
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The  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  treasurer  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  recorded  receipts  were  compared  with 
the  records  in  the  several  departments  collecting  money  for  the 
town  and  with  the  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid  into 
the  town  treasury.  The  recorded  payments  were  checked  with  the 
selectmen’s  warrants  authorizing  the  treasurer  to  disburse  town 
funds  and  with  the  town  accountant’s  books. 

The  treasurer’s  cash  book  was  analyzed  and  footed,  and  the  cash 
balance  on  July  11,  1931,  was  verified  by  an  actual  count  of  the  cash 
on  hand  and  by  a  reconciliation  of  the  bank  account  with  a  state¬ 
ment  received  from  the  bank. 

The  savings  bank  books  representing  the  investments  of  trust 
funds  in  the  custody  of  the  town  treasurer  were  personally  examined, 
the  income  being  proved  and  the  disbursements  verified. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  examined  and 
checked  in  detail.  The  commitment  books  were  added  and  recon¬ 
ciled  with  the  assessors’  warrants,  the  cash  books  were  footed,  the 
collections,  as  recorded,  were  compared  with  the  payments  to  the 
treasurer,  the  recorded  abatements  were  checked  with  the  assessors’ 
records  of  abatements  granted,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were 
listed  and  reconciled  to  the  accountant’s  ledger. 

The  outstanding  accounts  were  further  verified  by  mailing  notices 
to  a  number  of  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  books  as  owing 
money  to  the  town,  the  replies  received  thereto  indicating  that  the 
accounts  as  listed  are  correct. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  municipal  light  department  were 
examined  and  checked  in  detail.  The  recorded  receipts  for  the 
period  from  April  9,  1929  to  June  30,  1931  were  checked  in  detail  to 
the  consumers’  accounts,  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed, 
and  the  necessary  adjusting  entries  were  made  to  bring  the  control¬ 
ling  account  in  town  accountant’s  ledger  into  agreement  with  the 
outstanding  accounts  as  listed. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the 
municipal  light  department  cash,  and  summaries  of  the  accounts 
receivable. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  water  department  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  recorded  receipts  were  compared  with  the  con¬ 
sumers’  accounts,  and  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified 
by  a  comparison  with  the  treasurer’s  books.  It  was  found  that  the 
receipts  from  water  charges  are  used  for  the  expenses  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  without  appropriation  by  vote  of  town  meeting.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  396,  Acts  of 
1928,  which  repeals  all  provisions  of  special  acts  effective  prior  to 
January  1,  1921,  which  authorized  the  incurring  of  liabilities  by  any 
board  or  officer  of  a  city  or  of  a  town  without  appropriation.  It  is 


REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT  OF  ACCOUNTS 


89 


therefore  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  voted  by  the  town 
for  the  annual  requirements  of  the  water  department,  the  same  as 
for  the  requirements  of  the  several  other  departments  of  the  town. 

Tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  water  department  accounts 
are  appended  to  this  report. 

All  abatements  granted  on  electric  light  and  water  accounts 
should  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Water  and  Electric  Light  Com¬ 
missioners. 

The  surety  bonds  covering  the  various  town  officials  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  their  duties  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in 
proper  form. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet  there  are  appended  to  this  report 
tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer’s  cash,  summaries  of 
the  tax  and  assessment  accounts,  as  well  as  tables  relating  to  the 
trust  and  investment  fund  transactions. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit  I  received  the  co-operation  of 
the  several  town  officials,  for  which,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and 
for  myself,  I  wish  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  H.  FENTON, 

Chief  Accountant. 


EHF — MEF 


RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER’S  CASH 


Balance  April  9,  1929,  per  previous 


audit . . .  $2,176.77 

Receipts  April  9  to  December  31,  1929  172,474.72 

Payments  April  9  to  Dec.  31,  1929.  . .  $156,202.25 

Balance  December  31,  1929 .  18,449.24 

\  - 

Balance  January  1,  1930 .  $18,449.24 

Receipts  1930 .  234,646.90 


Payments,  1930 .  $241,721.57 

Balance  December  31,  1930 .  11,374.57 


$174,651.49 

$174,651.49 


$253 , 096 . 14 
$253,096.14 
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Balance  January  1,  1931 .  $11,374.57 

Receipts  January  1  to  June  30,  1931.  91,128.41 


Payments  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931 ....  $97 , 555 . 22 
Balance  June  30,  1931 .  4,947.76 


Balance  July  1,  1931 .  $4,947.76 

Receipts  July  1  to  July  11,  1931  ....*.  2, 199.70 


Payments  July  1  to  July  11,  1931.  .  .  .  $2,726.27 

Balance  July  11,  1931 .  4,421.19 


Balance  July  11,  1931 .  $4,421.19 

Outstanding  checks  per  list .  2,125.58 


Balance  Merrimac  National  Bank  per 

statement  July  11,  1931 .  $6,533.26 

Cash  in  office  July  11,  1931 .  13.51 


$102,502.98 

$102,502.98 

$7,147.46 

$7,147.46 

$6,546.77 

$6,546.77 


ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT— DEPRECIATION 

FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1929.  .  .  .  $7,317.31 


Receipts : 

Transferred  from  electric 

light  department .  $795.80 

Income .  397.10 

-  1,192.90 


Balance  December  31,  1929..  $8,510.21 

Balance  January  1,  1930.  .  .  .  $8,510.21 

Receipts : 

Transferred  from  electric 

light  department . $1,945.31 

Income .  496.06 

-  2,441.37 

$10,951.58 


Balance  December  31,  1930. . 
Balance  January  1,  1931 .  .  .  . 


$10,951.58 
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Receipts  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931: 

Transferred  from  electric 

light  department . $1 , 330 . 58 

Income .  284.86 

-  -  1,615.44 


Balance  June  30,  1931,  per 

Merrimac  Savings  Bank 

Book  No.  5076 . 

$12,567.02 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DEPARTMENT  RESERVE  FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1929 . 

$7,313.15 

Receipts : 

Income . 

370.21 

Balance  December  31,  1929 . 

$7,683.36 

Balance  January  1,  1930 . 

$7 , 683 . 36 

Receipts : 

Income . 

388.96 

Balance  December  31,  1930 . 

$8,072.32 

Balance  January  1,  1931 . 

$8,072.32 

Receipts  January  1  to  June  30,  1931: 
Income . 

201.80 

$8,274.12 

$8,274.12 

Transferred  to  town  January  1  to  June 

30,  1931 . 

Balance  June  30,  1931,  per  Merrimac 
Savings  Bank  Book  No.  6277 . 

$5,320.27 

2,953.85 

CEMETERY  CONTINGENT  FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1929 . 

$385.13 

Receipts : 

Income . 

19.48 

1404.61 

$404.61 

Expenditures . 

Balance  December  31,  1929 . 

$59 . 36 
345 . 25 

Balance  January  1,  1930 


$345 . 25 
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Receipts : 

Income .  17.46 


Balance  December  31,  1930 .  $362.71 


Balance  January  1,  1931 .  $362.71 

Receipts  January  1  to  June  30,  1931: 

Income. . . .  9.05 

Balance  June  30,  1931,  per  Merrimac 
Savings  Bank  Book  No.  4178 .  $371.76 


SURPLUS  WAR  BONUS  FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1929 . $1,450.87 

Receipts: 

Income . •  •  •  •  73.43 

Balance  December  31,  1929 .  $1,524.30 

Balance  January  1,  1930 .  $1,524.30 

Receipts: 

Income .  77.15 

Transferred  to  town,  1930 .  $1,601.45 


TAXES— 1928 

Outstanding  April  8,  1929  per  previous 
audit .  $13,955.91 

Payments  to  treasurer: 

April 9  to  Dec.  31, 1929..  $12,614.82 

1930 .  540.69 

-  $13,155.51 


Abatements: 

April  9  to  Dec.  31,  1929.  $35.20 

1930 .  359.10 

$394 . 30 
401.60 
4.50 


Transfer  to  tax  titles . 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930. 


$13,955.91 
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Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $4.50 

Abatements  moth  assessments  1928 

credited  as  taxes  1928 .  3.50 


Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  ...  $8.00 


TAXES— 1929 


Commitment,  per  warrant .  $68 , 947 . 55 

Additional  commitment .  29.50 

Detailed  list  in  excess  of  warrant .  2.00 

Reassessment .  184.55 


$69,163.60 


Payments  to  treasurer: 

$51,081.59 
13,114.01 

-  $64,195.60 

Abatements: 

1929  .  $292.65 

1930  .  393.80 

-  $686.45 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930  4 , 281 . 55 

-  $69,163.60 


$4,281.55 

2.00 

3.50 

3.50 

$4,290.55 

$2,188.83 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 . 

Adjustment  of  commitment . 

Moth  assessment  1929  reported  as  taxes 

1929 . ‘ . : .  . 

Abatement  after  payment,  refunded .  .  . 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to 
June  30,  1931 . 


1929 

1930 


Abatements  January  1  to  June  30,  1931: 
Reported  to  accountant.  .  .  $219.00 


Not  reported  to  accountant  179.00 

-  $398 . 00 

Transfer  to  tax  titles .  336 . 35 

Taxes  1929  reported  as  motor  vehicle 

excise  1929 .  17.85 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931 .  1,349.52 


$4 , 290 . 55 
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Outstanding  July  1,  1931 .  $1,349.52 

Payments  to  treasurer  July  1,  to  11,  1931  $78.50 

Unlocated  difference .  .10 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list .  1,246.72 

Cash  on  hand  July  11,  1931  (verified) .  .  24.20 

-  $1,349.52 


TAXES— 1930 


Commitment,  per  warrant .  $75,369.10 

Additional  commitment .  147 . 12 


Payments  to  treasurer .  $51 , 535 . 73 

Abatements .  347 . 66 

Outstanding  December  31,  1930 .  23,632.83 


$75,516.22 

$75,516.22 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $23,632.83 


Detailed  list  in  excess  of  warrant .  64.70 

Payment  after  abatement  adjusted ....  1.14 

Moth  assessment  1930  reported  as  taxes 

1930 . 1.00 

Abatement  moth  assessment  1930  re¬ 
ported  as  taxes  1930 .  1.45 

- : - —  $23,701.12 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 


30,  1931 .  $8,165.02 

Abatements  January  1  to  June  30,  1931: 

Reported  to  accountant .  .  .  $449 . 59 

Not  reported  to  accountant  174.76 

-  $624.35 

Taxes  1930  reported  as  moth  assessment 

1930..., .  1.45 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931 .  14,910.30 

-  $23,701.12 


Outstanding  July  1,  1931 . 

Payments  to  treasurer  July  1  to  11,  1931 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list . 

Cash  on  hand  July  11,  1931,  verified. .  . 


$14,910.30 

$219.73 
14 , 603 . 27 
87.30 

-  $14,910.30 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES— 1929 


Commitment,  per  warrant .  $5 , 580 . 32 

Detailed  list  in  excess  of  warrant .  9.11 

Abatement  reported  in  error .  .60 


$5,590.03 
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Payments  to  treasurer: 

1929 . $3,432.02 

1930., .  1,221.73 

-  $4,653.75 

\ 

Abatements: 

1929  .  $374.93 

1930  .  229.56 

-  $604 . 49 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930..  .  331.79 

— -  $5,590.03 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $331.79 

Interest  reported  as  motor  vehicle  excise 

1929 . .10 

Abatement  after  payment  adjusted.  ...  12.61 

Taxes  1929  reported  as  motor  vehicle  ex¬ 
cise  1929 .  17.85 

-  $362.35 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1,  to 

June  30,  1931 .  $56.69 

Abatements  not  reported  to  accountant .  13.35 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931 .  292.31 

-  $362.35 


Outstanding  July  1,  1931 .  $292.31 

Payments  to  treasurer  July  1  to  11,  1931  $53 . 75 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list .  234.11 

Cash  on  hand  July  11,  1931,  verified. .  .  4.45 

-  $292.31 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES— 1930 


Commitment,  per  warrant .  $5,414.53 

Payments  to  treasurer .  $3,921.74 

Abatements .  173.08 

Outstanding  December  31,  1930 .  1,319.71 

-  $5,414.53 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $1,319.71 

Abatement  after  payment  refunded. ...  6.73 

Abatement  after  payment,  to  be  refunded  11.09 


Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 
30,  1931 . 


$1,337.53 


$407 . 29 
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Abatements  January  1  to  June  30,  1931: 


Reported  to  accountant.  .  .  $85.39 
Not  reported  to  accountant  6.84 

-  $92 . 23 

Warrant  in  excess  of  detail  list .  6.79 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931 .  831.22 

-  $1,337.53 


Outstanding  July  1,  1931 .  $831.22 

Payments  to  treasurer  July  1  to  July  11, 

1931 . .  $44.52 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list .  786.70 

-  $831.22 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE  TAXES— 1931 


Commitment  per  warrant,  January  1  to 

June  30,  1931 . . 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 


30,  1931 .  $3,041.97 

Abatements  not  reported  to  accountant .  113.44 

Warrant  in  excess  of  detailed  list .  .02 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931. . .  918.73 


Outstanding  July  1,  1931 .  $918.83 

Commitment  July  1  to  11,  1931 .  1,171.00 


Payments  to  treasurer  July  1  to  11,  1931  $71.53 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list .  1,813.94 

Cash  on  hand  July  11,  1931,  verified. .  .  204.36 


$4 , 074 . 26 


$4,074.26 

$2 , 089 . 83 

$2 , 089 . 83 


MOTH  ASSESSMENTS— 1928 

Outstanding  April  8,  1929,  per  previous 

audit.  .  .  . .  $31.20 

Payments  to  treasurer: 

April  8  to  Dec.  31,  1929. ...  $26.85 

1930  .  .85 

-  $27 . 70 

3.50 


Abatements  moth  assessments 
1928  credited  as  taxes  1928 . 


$31.20 
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MOTH  ASSESSMENTS— 1929 


Commitment  per  warrant .  $206 . 00 

Detailed  list  in  excess  of  warrant .  .50 

-  $206 . 50 

Payments  to  treasurer: 


1929  .  $166.00 

1930  .  28.90 

-  $194.90 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930..  .  11.60 

-  $206 . 50 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $11.60 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 

30,  1931 .  $7.85 

Moth  assessment  1929  reported  as  taxes 

1929 .  3.50 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  ...  .25 

-  $11.60 


MOTH  ASSESSMENTS— 1930 


Commitment  per  warrant .  $317.31 

Payments  to  treasurer.  .  . .  $209.51 

Outstanding  December  31,  1930 .  107.80 

-  $317.31 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $107.80 

Taxes  1930  reported  as  moth  assessment 

1930 .  1.45 

-  $109.25 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 

30,  1931 .  $53.40 

Moth  assessments  1930  reported  as  taxes 

1930 . 1.00 

Abatements  moth  assessments  reported 

as  taxes  1930 . 1.45 

Warrant  in  excess  of  detailed  list .  2.75 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931 .  50.65 

-  $109.25 


Outstanding  July  1,  1931 .  $50.65 

Payments  to  treasurer  July  1  to  July  11, 

1931.... .  $2.85 

Outstanding  July  11,  1931,  per  list .  47.30 

Cash  on  hand  July  11,  1931,  verified. .  .  .50 


$50 . 65 
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MUNICIPAL  LIGHT— ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 


Light 

'  Outstanding  June  1,  1929,  per  previous 
audit . 

Commitments: 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929.  $16,261.40 

1930 .  29,351.83 


Adjustments  June  1  to 
Dec.  31,  1929 . 


$1,170.57 


45,613.23 

2.90 


$46 , 786 . 70 


Payments  to  treasurer: 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929.  $10,918.45 

1930 .  18,150.88 

-  29,069.33 

Discounts : 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929 .  $4,986.07 

1930 .  10,410.58 

-  15,396.65 

Abatements  June  1  to 

Dec.  31,  1929 .  9.90 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930  2,310.82 

-  $46 , 786 . 70 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $2,310.82 

Commitments  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931..  15,965.90 

Detailed  list  in  excess  of  commitment .  .  8.29 

Adjustment  of  discount  Jan.  1  to  June 

30,1931 .  .13 

Payments  in  advance  Jan.  1  to  June  30, 

1931 .  4.03 

-  $18,289.17 

Payments  to  treasurer  Jan.  1  to  June  30, 

1931 .  $10,775.19 

Discounts  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931 .  5,380.35 

Adjustments  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931..  .  31.30 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  .  .  .  2,062.74 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1931,  verified ...  39.59 

-  $18,289.17 


MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 

Power 

Outstanding  June  1,  1929,  per  previous 
audit .  $261.27 
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Commitments: 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929.  $7,076.50 

1930 .  6,915.08 

-  13,991.58 

-  $14,252.85 


Payments  to  treasurer: 

June  1,  to  Dec.  31,  1929  $6,276.39 

1930 .  6,277.35 

-  $12,553.74 


Discounts: 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929 .  $634.21 

1930 .  632.29 

-  1,266.50 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930  432.61 

-  $14,252.85 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1931 .  $432.61 

Commitment  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931 .  .  .  4,090.03 

Overpayment  to  treasurer .  .20 


Payments  to  treasurer  Jan.  1  to  June  30, 

1931 .  $3,640.63 

Discounts  Jan.  1  to  June  30,  1931 .  407.00 

Audit  adjustments .  6.10 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list .  469 . 11 


$4 , 522 . 84 


$4 , 522 . 84 


MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 


Miscellaneous  Receipts 


Cash  on  hand  June  1,  1929 
Outstanding  June  1,  1929 

Miscellaneous  cash  sales: 


$120.72 

3.25 


June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929 .  $558. 10 

1930 .  1,146.75 

-  1,704.85 


Miscellaneous  Charges: 

June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929 .  $5.15 

1930 .  122.19 

-  127.34 


$1,956.16 
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Payments  to  treasurer: 

$679.42 
1,246.94 

-  $1,926.36 

29.80 

-  $1,956.16 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $29.80 

Miscellaneous  cash  sales  January  1  to 

June  30,  1931 .  302.84 

Miscellaneous  charges  January  1  to  June 

30,  1931 .  65.05 

Audit  adjustments .  85.31 

-  $483 . 00 

Payments  to  treasurer  January  1  to  June 

30,  1931 .  $276.96 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  .  .  .  156. 11 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1931,  verified. ...  49.93 

-  $483 . 00 


June  1  to  Dec.  31,  1929  . 
1930 . 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 


Rates 

Outstanding  January  1,  1929,  per  pre¬ 
vious  audit .  $314.22 


Charges : 

1929  .  $9,951.83 

1930  .  10,501.83 

-  20,453.66 

Unlocated  difference  1929  2.54 

-  $20,770.42 


Payments  to  treasurer: 


1929  .  $9,671.26 

1930  .  9,899.59 

-  19,570.85 

Abatements : 

1929  . .  ..  $260.04 

1930  .  381.09 

641.13 
558.44 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930 


$20,770.42 
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Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $558.44 

Charges  January  1  to  June  30,  1931.  .  .  5,067.06 

Payments  in  advance .  9.00 

-  $5 , 634 . 50 

Payments  to  treasurer  Jan.  1  to  June  30, 

1931 .  $4,575.31 

Abatements  January  1  to  June  30,  1931  24,3.34 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  .  .  .  694.75 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1931,  verified. .  .  121 . 10 

-  $5,634.50 


WATER  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE 

Miscellaneous 

Outstanding  January  1,  1929,  per  pre¬ 
vious  audit .  $190.05 

Charges: 

1929  .  $255 . 24 

1930  .  596.61 

-  851.85 

-  $1,041.90 

Payments  to  treasurer: 

1929  . $299.77 

1930  .  588.71 

-  $888.48 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1930  153.42 

-  $1,041.90 


Outstanding  January  1,  1931 .  $153.42 

Charges  January  1,  to  June  30  1931.  .  .  481.02 

-  ’  $634.44 

Outstanding  June  30,  1931,  per  list.  .  .  .  $322. 19 

Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1931,  verified. .  .  312.25 

-  $634 . 44 


RECONCILIATION  OF  LIGHT  AND  WATER  DEPARTMENT 

CASH 

Balance  June  30,  1931,  per  cash  books: 

Electric  Light  Department: 

Light.. .  $39.59 

Miscellaneous .  49.93 


$89 . 52 
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Water  Department : 

Water  rates .  $121 . 10 

Miscellaneous .  312.25 

-  433 . 35 

Cash  variation .  2.52 

-  $525.39 

Cash  in  office  June  30,  1931,  verified ....  $206 . 67 

Balance  Merrimac  National  Bank,  per 

statement  June  30,  1931 .  318.72 

-  $525 . 39 


Library  Funds 


On  hand  January  1,  1929. .  . 
On  hand  December  31,  1929 
On  hand  December  31,  1930 
On  hand  June  30,  1931 . 


Savings  Bank 

Deposits  Total 

$1,568.09  $1,568.09 

1,623.38  1,623.38 

1,705.49  1,705.49 

1,748.10  1,748.10 


Receipts  1929  Payments 

Withdrawn  from  Sav-  Deposited  in  savings 

bank .  $24.00  bank .  $79.29 

Income .  79.29  Transferred  to  town .  .  24.00 


$103.29  $103.29 


Income 


1930 

$82 . 11  Dep.  in  savings  bank. .  $82 . 11 


January  1  to  June  30,  1931 

Income .  $42 . 61  Dep.  in  savings  bank .  .  $42 . 61 


Thomas  H.  Hoyt  Library  Fund 


Cash  in  Savings  Bank 
Treasury  Deposits  T  otals 


On  hand  January  1,  1929. .  .  . 

On  hand  December  31,  1929.  $125.00 

On  hand  December  31,  1930. 

On  hand  June  30,  1931 . 


$59 , 209 . 25  $59 , 209 . 25 
42,610.47  42,735.47 
21,700.00  21,700.00 
22,238.28  22,238.28 
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Receipts 

Withdrawn  from 

savings  bank. .  .  .  $19,300.00 
Income .  2,826.22 


1930  Payments 

Dep.  in  savings 

bank .  $2,701.22 

Transferred  to  town  19 , 300 . 00 
Cash  on  hand  Dec. 

31,  1929 .  125.00 


$22,126.22 


$22,126.22 


1930 

Withdrawn  from 
savings  bank . . . 

Income . 

Trans,  from  town. 

Cash  on  hand  Jan 
1,  1930 . 


$23,999.57  $23,999.57 


$22,455.02 

1,187.75 

231.80 

125.00 


Deposited  in  sav¬ 
ings  banks .  $1,544.55 

T ransf erred  to  town  22,455.02 


January  1  to  June  30,  1931 

•  v- 

Income .  $538.28  Dep.  in  sav.  banks.  $538.28 


Kimball  Park  Funds 

Savings  Bank 
Deposits  Total 


On  hand  January  1,  1929 .  $2,981.03  $2,981.03 

On  hand  December  31,  1929 .  3,022.19  3,022.19 

On  hand  December  31,  1930 .  2,988.92  2,988.92 

On  hand  June  30,  1931 .  3,063.62  3,063.62 

Receipts  1929  Payments 

$150.91  Dep.  in  savings  bank. .  $41.16 

Transferred  to  town.  .  109.75 

$150.91  $150.91 


Income 
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1930 


Withdrawn  from  sav-  Transferred  to  town.  .  $186.25 

ings  bank .  $33.27 

Income .  152.98 


$186.25  $186.25 


January  1  to  June  25,  1931 

Income .  $74.70  Dep.  in  savings  bank  $74.70 


Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds 

Savings  Bank 

Deposits  Total 

On  hand  January  1,  1929 .  $15,702.83  $15,702.83 

On  hand  December  31,  1929 .  16,866.32  16,866.32 

On  hand  December  31,  1930 .  18,171.03  18,171.03 

On  hand  December  31,  1931 .  18,873.06  18,873.06 


Receipts  1929  Payments 

Withdrawn  from  Dep.  in  savings  bank  $1 , 596 . 49 

savings  bank .  $433 . 00  Transferred  to  town.  433 . 00 

Income .  796.49 

Bequests .  800 . 00 


$2,029.49  $2,029.49 


1930 


Withdrawn  from  Dep.  in  savings  bank  $1,713.71 

savings  bank .  $409.00  Transferred  to  town  409.00 

Income .  863.71 

Bequests .  850 . 00 


$2,122.71  $2,122.71 


January  1  to  June  30,  1931 


Income .  $452.03  Dep.  in  savings  bank  $702.03 

Bequests .  250 . 00 


$702 . 03  $702 . 03 


TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC  BALANCE  SHEET— JUNE  30,  1931 

General  Accounts 
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BALANCE  SHEET — {Continued) 

Municipal  Light :  Surplus  Revenue . . .  6,233.98 

Light .  $2 , 098 . 30 

Power .  468.91 
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BALANCE  SHEET —  {Concluded) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC 

FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31 

1931 


MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
(Continued  from  Calendar  in  1931  Town  Report) 
March  1932 — March  1933 


February  29,  1932 — 


April 

April 

May 

June 

June 

June 


15,  1932- 
25,  1932- 
30,  1932- 
17,  1932- 
21,  1932- 
23,  1932- 


September  6,  1932- 
September  7,  1932- 
October  12,  1932- 
November  11,  1932- 
November  24  and  25, 
December  16,  1932— 
December  23,  1932— 
January  3,  1933— 
February  17,  1933- 
February  27,  1933- 


All  schools  open  for  third  term. 

-All  schools  close  for  spring  vacation. 

-All  schools  open  for  spring  term. 

-Memorial  Day — all  schools  close. 

-Elementary  schools  close  for  summer  vacation. 

-Junior  High  School  graduation. 

-Senior  High  School  graduation. 

-Parents’  Day — registration  of  entering  pupils. 

-All  schools  open  for  fall  term. 

-Columbus  Day — all  schools  close. 

-Armistice  Day — all  schools  close. 

1932 — Thanksgiving  recess — all  schools  close. 
-Elementary  schools  close  for  Christmas  vacation. 
-High  Schools  close  for  Christmas  vacation. 

-All  schools  open  for  winter  term. 

-All  schools  close  for  Washington’s  birthday  vacation. 
-All  schools  open  for  third  term. 


NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


Forenoon — 7.30  A.  M. — No  school  in  Grades  only,  signal  11-11. 

7.30  A.  M. — No  school  in  High  School  and  Grades,  signal  11-11-11. 

Same  signal  at  12.30  P.  M.,  no  school  in  afternoon. 

Same  signal  at  11.30  A.  M.,  one  session. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 

Regular  school  appropriation .  $29 ,  825 . 00 

Special  appropriation  for  equipment  at  Port  School .  1 , 500 . 00 

Special  appropriation  for  Port  transportation  for  four  months,  Sep¬ 
tember  to  December  1931 .  260.00 


Total  appropriations .  $31 , 585 . 00 

Dog  tax  added .  154.57 


Total  available  for  schools .  $31 , 739 . 57 

EXPENDITURES 

From  regular  school  appropriation  and  dog  tax .  $29,978.80 

From  special  appropriation  for  equipment  at  Port .  1 , 490 . 00 

From  special  appropriation  for  Port  transporation  for  four  months, 

September  to  December  1931 .  260.00 


Total  expenditures  for  schools .  $31,728.80 

REIMBURSEMENTS 

General  School  Fund,  Part  I  (income) .  $3,420.00 

General  School  Fund,  Part  II .  3,172.46 

Aid  for  Superintendent  Schools .  483 . 34 

Tuition  and  Transportation  State  Wards .  361 .31 

Miscellaneous  (breakage  in  Laboratory  Equipment) .  1.45 


Total  reimbursements .  $7 , 438 . 56 

Summary  concerning  regular  school  appropriation  of  1931 

Raised .  $29 , 825 . 00 

Expended .  29 , 824 . 23 

Reimbursed . 7,438.56 


Total  from  taxation  in  1931  from  regular  school  appropriation. .  .  $22,385.67 

Total  from  taxation  in  1931  from  all  school  appropriations .  $24, 135.67 

Estimated  1932  Expenses,  voted  by  School  Committee 

Salary,  superintendent .  $750.00 

Salary,  union  secretary..  . . _ . . .  250.00 

Travel  and  one-fourth  office  supplies . , .  250 . 00 

Census,  school  children . 25.00 

Attendance  officer .  50.00 

School  committee  expenses .  25.00 

Teachers’ salaries . 17,950.00 

Substitutes .  200 . 00 

Supervisors . .  800 . 00 

Books . .  900 . 00 

Supplies . .  1 , 000 . 00 

Janitors’  salaries . . . .  1 , 550 . 00 

Fuel . 2,000.00 

Janitors’  supplies,  cleaning  etc . '  250 . 00 

Repairs .  700 . 00 

Health .  275.00 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


115 


Physician .  50.00 

Transportation .  3,636.00 

N ew  Equipment .  264 . 00 

Tuition .  60.00 

Miscellaneous .  15.00 


Total  estimated  expenses .  $31 , 900 . 00 


Estimated  1932  Reimbursements 


General  School  Fund,  Part  I  (income  tax)-.  . . 

General  School  Fund,  Part  II . 

Aid  for  Supt.  Schools . 

Tuition  and  Transportation  State  Wards .  .  .  . 

$3,950.00 

3,055.00 

483.34 

385.50 

or 

$3,225.00 

Total  estimated  reimbursements,  1932 . 

$7,873.84 

or 

$7,148.84 

Total  estimated  expenses,  1932 . 

Total  estimated  reimbursements,  1932 . 

.  $31,000.00 

7,873.84 

or 

$  7,148.84 

Estimated  total  from  taxation,  1932 . 

.  $23,126.16 

or 

$23,851.16 

To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

The  School  Committee  respectfully  submits  this,  their  62nd  annual  report. 

Directly  after  the  annual  Town  Meeting  in  March  and  the  qualification  of 
Willard  T.  Kelly,  who  had  been  elected  a  member,  the  Committee  organized  as 
follows:  Harry  A.  Pease,  Chairman,  Willard  T.  Kelly,  Secretary  and  Purchasing 
Agent  and  Mrs.  Annie  W.  Hoyt  third  member. 

The  regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  committee  are  held  on  the  Thursday 
after  the  fourth  Monday  of  every  month  at  8  o’clck  in  the  evening  in  the  office 
of  the  Selectmen,  and  any  one  wishing  to  meet  the  committee  upon  school  busi¬ 
ness  may  arrange  with  the  chairman  to  attend  any  of  the  meetings,  where  their 
presence  will  be  welcome. 

It  has  been  the  earnest  endeavor  of  the  Committee,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
able,  to  rigidly  maintain  the  high  standard  of  the  schools,  and  also  to  make  such 
improvements  as  seem  possible. 

The  Committee  feels  keenly  its  responsibility  to  the  children  in  the  schools 
and  to  the  voters  of  the  town,  and  have  endeavored  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
school,  on  an  economical  and  business  like  basis,  that  will  not  effect  adversly  a 
satisfactory  educational  result. 

It  was  discovered  upon  consulting  with  the  State  authorities  that  the  sum 
of  money  appropriated  at  the  March  town  meeting  for  the  installing  of  a  heater 
and  toilets  at  the  Port  school  house  was  not  sufficiently  large  enough  to  permit 
the  installations  to  be  made.  As  a  school  house  is  a  public  building  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  the  work  done  according  to  the  Mass.  State  requirements.  These 
requirements  are  very  exacting  and  do  not  seem  to  be  planned  altogether  with 
the  object  of  economy.  The  plans  for  this  work,  after  receiving  the  approval 
of  the  State  authorities  were  submitted  to  several  companies  for  bids.  In  order 
to  have  this  work  done  it  was  necessary  for  the  School  Committee  to  furnish 
$200  from  their  appropriation,  to  meet  the  figure  of  the  lowest  bidder.  This  the 
committee  finally  decided  to  do,  although  they  could  not  afford  to  do  it,  and  it 
placed  them  in  a  very  embarrassing  financial  position  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Shortly  before  the  close  of  school  for  the  Christmas  vacation  one  of  the  steam 
boilers  in  the  Center  building  broke  down  and  was  condemned  by  the  State  boiler 
inspector.  As  this  boiler  had  been  in  hard  service  over  a  period  of  many  years, 
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and  had  finally  reached  a  condition  where  it  would  cost  nearly  as  much  to  repair 
it  as  a  new  one  would  cost,  it  was  decided  to  install  a  new  one.  The  Committee 
sincerely  regret  the  necessity  of  doing  this,  as  it  seems  very  unfortunate  to  be  obliged 
to  spend  much  money  upon  this  ancient  building,  but  they  are  able  to  derive  some 
consolation  over  the  fact  that  it  has  proved  to  be  a  great  help  to  the  heating 
plant.  The  Center  building  has  always  been  an  extremely  difficult  building  to 
heat,  and  the  committee  feel  that  the  present  janitors  success  has  been  remarkable, 
especially  as  he  has  many  trying  things  to  contend  with  there. 

There  is  probably  no  doubt  that  most  of  the  voters  of  the  town  are  convinced 
that  one  of  the  biggest  problems  in  Merrimac  at  the  present  time  is  the  school 
house  problem.  The  center  building  is  absolutely  unfit  for  a  school  house.  It 
is  not  large  enough  in  the  first  place,  the  ventilation  in  the  rooms  is  bad,  and  the 
light  is  even  worse.  It  could  not  be  located  in  a  more  unsuitable  place,  and  the 
playground  conditions  are  ridiculous.  During  the  January  thaw  the  mud  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  school  yard  became  so  bad  that  it  was  necessary  to  spread  twenty 
loads  of  gravel  around  to  try  and  remedy  it.  The  conditions  there  are  a  disgrace 
to  any  respectable  community.  Certainly  the  voters  of  Merrimac  must  be  con¬ 
scious  of  their  obligations  to  the  school  children,  and  this  deplorable  condition 
should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  indefinitely. 

The  teaching  force  seems  to  be  functioning  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 
although  there  is  still  much  to  be  desired  and  undoubtedly  some  opportunity  for 
improvements,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  on  the  whole  we  have  at  the  present 
time  the  most  efficient  group  of  teachers  working  in  the  schools  that  we  have  ever 
had.  The  success  of  the  schools  depends  more  upon  the  teachers  than  upon  any 
other  one  thing,  and  it  would  be  very  unfortunate  if  anything  should  happen  that 
would  make  it  impossible  to  continue  to  maintain  in  the  future  the  present  stan¬ 
dard  of  the  teaching  force. 

Owing  to  some  additional  costs  which  the  school  department  will  be  obliged 
to  meet  this  year  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  appropriation  somewhat. 

The  committee  feel  well  pleased  with  the  fine  athletic  spirit  shown  by  the 
members  of  the  High  School.  The  record  of  the  foot  ball  team  which  played  their 
entire  schedule  last  fall  without  suffering  defeat,  and  also  that  of  the  girls  basket¬ 
ball  team  which  was  defeated  twice  during  the  season  are  remarkable.  It  is 
hoped  that  their  wonderful  success  may  continue. 

The  school  property  is  in  fairly  good  condition  although  the  furnaces  in  two 
of  the  buildings  are  quite  old  and  can  not  be  depended  upon  to  last  many  years 
longer,  in  fact  some  of  them  may  require  extensive  repairs  before  the  end  of  the 
present  winter. 

The  committee  wish  to  state  that  the  co-operation  of  our  fellow  townspeople 
in  allowing  us  to  proceed  with  our  plans  without  undue  criticism  is  duely  apprecia¬ 
ted,  and  we  hope  to  continue  to  merit  their  confidence. 

HARRY  A.  PEASE,  Chairman , 
WILLARD  T.  KELLY,  Secretary, 
ANNIE  W.  HOYT, 


School  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee  and  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

Herewith  I  submit  a  report  for  the  year  1931.  It  contains  the  following 
items:  (1)  Financial,  (2)  Transportation,  (3)  Centre  School,  (4)  Merrimacport 
School,  (5)  Junior  High  School,  (6)  High  School,  (7)  Music,  (8)  Drawing,  (9) 
General,  (10)  Union  Projects,  (11)  Playground,  (12)  Health,  and  (13)  Patrons. 


(1)  FINANCIAL 

Any  Merrimac  citizen  who  paused  to  read  in  the  report  of  the  state  depart¬ 
ment,  published  November  30,  1931,  that  Merrimac  stood  fourth  from  the  top 
in  tax  rate  among  the  109  towns  in  its  class,  and  97th  in  the  amount  per  pupil  it 
raised  for  support  of  its  schools,  will  need  few  further  facts  to  call  his  attention  to 
the  needs  of  the  school  department.  The  school  budget  should  be  the  last  to  be 
cut  in  times  of  economic  stress;  it  represents  the  town’s  human  investment  against 
a  better  day  which  is  sure  to  come  within  the  lives  of  the  present  boys  and  girls. 

The  1931  budget  needed  $31,795.07,  as  printed  on  page  36  of  the  1930  school 
report,  in  order  to  carry  voluntary  items,  such  as  books,  supplies,  and  maintenance, 
without  cuts  below  the  1930  figure.  A  year  ago,  however,  the  committee  took  a 
cut  of  6.2%,  or  $1,970.07  below  the  figure  it  needed;  that  is,  it  asked  for  the  same 
appropriation  as  in  1930,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  1931  budget  called  for  in¬ 
creased  figures  for  meeting  contracts  already  in  force.  The  result  of  the  6.2%  cut 
became  obvious.  In  June,  the  upper  room  of  the  Port  school  was  closed.  In  the 
fall,  in  the  high  school,  the  necessary  fill-in  texts,  for  classes  of  large  enrollment, 
could  not  be  purchased  until  a  time  came  when  money  could  be  squeezed  out  of 
other  items  of  the  bugdet ;  also,  no  physics  equipment  could  be  purchased.  In  the 
junior  high  there  was  the  same  forced  delay  in  respect  to  new  sets  of  books  which 
were  needed.  Throughout  the  elementary  schools  the  usual  achievement  test 
had  to  be  omitted  in  the  fall  and  the  purchasing  of  arithmetic  work  books  had  to 
be  proscrastinated  many  weeks.  Such  conveniences  as  hektographs  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  teachers,  out  of  pocket. 

At  a  special  town  meeting  July  25,  an  appropriation  of  $260  was  made  for 
transporting  children  from  the  Port  for  the  remainder  of  1931.  The  cost  of  this 
new  service  through  Mr.  John  A.  Hutchins  is  an  added  $65  a  month.  For  the  four 
months  from  September  through  December  it  amounted  to  $260.  The  school 
committee  will  be  glad  to  continue  this  service  throughout  1932  if  it  has  at  its 
disposal  the  necessary  added  $650  for  so  doing;  it  is  a  matter  for  the  town  to  de¬ 
cide.  Funds  for  this  purpose  are  contained  in  the  estimated  budget,  but  not  in  a 
budget  of  $30,105.  During  January  and  February,  1932,  two  months,  or  $130,  will 
already  have  been  taken  out  of  the  regular  school  appropriation.  This  should,  in 
all  events,  be  returned  by  adding. 

In  December  the  state  boiler  inspecter  condemned  the  Centre  School  boiler. 
The  new  one,  installed  at  the  beginning  of  1932,  comes  out  of  the  1932  budget. 
The  $264  which  it  cost  should  likewise  be  added.  The  same  for  science  equip¬ 
ment  needed  at  the  High  School,  $200;  likewise  for  an  extra  tuition  pupil  who  is 
expected  at  Rocks  Village:  $60  more,  or  $120.  Neither  of  the  two  latter  are  in 
the  published  estimate  voted  by  the  school  committee.  Even  on  $31,000  these 
items  can  probably  be  squeezed  out  somewhere,  but  $30,105  would  be  lived  in 
terms  of  privation  with  which  parents  and  all  concerned  would  have  to  bear. 
Successful  teachers,  already  engaged  at  $100  below  the  market  price  and  the  price 
paid  in  other  towns  of  the  district,  would  be  obliged  to  go  elsewhere  to  get  the  re¬ 
wards  to  which  their  training  and  experience  would  entitle  them,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  state  reimbursement  is  increased  $50  upon  their  first  return  and  $100 
upon  their  second.  These  are  facts  for  Merrimac  citizens  to  consider  and  to  de¬ 
cide  at  town  meeting. 
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$7,437.11  were  received  from  the  state  in  1931  for  assistance  in  running  our 
schools.  The  estimate  of  1932  receipts  is  $7,148.84,  but  an  added  claim  for  $725 
will  be  filed  under  Section  F  of  Part  I  of  the  General  School  Fund,  provided  the 
net  average  membership  of  our  schools  for  the  year  does  not  drop  more  than  a  few 
pupils  below  its  position  at  the  end  of  1931.  This  $7,873.84,  or  in  any  event  this 
$7,148.84,  should  be  deducted  in  the  minds  of  citizens  from  the  amount  appropri¬ 
ated  when  they  estimate  what  they  really  raise.  The  state  checks  are  not  avail¬ 
able  to  the  school  department ;  they  are  sent  to  the  treasurer  for  reducing  the  tax 
rate.  Prior  to  1920  state  checks  were  available  as  additions  to  the  school  ap¬ 
propriation  ;  if  this  were  true  now  it  would  make  the  school  appropriation  look  the 
size  that  it  really  is.  The  actual  amount  raised  by  a  town  for  its  schools  should  be 
about  one-third  the  total  amount  raised  by  the  town  for  all  purposes. 


(2)  TRANSPORTATION 

Of  the  448  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Merrimac  schools  on  October  1  (the  date 
when  official  counts,  state  and  local,  are  taken),  103  ,or  23%,  were  transported. 
This  percentage  is  less  than  half  of  the  similar  figure  of  any  of  the  other  towns  of 
the  district.  Of  the  241  Centre  School  pupils,  7  rode  with  Mr.  Staples  from  the 
Birchmeadow  district,  24  with  Mr.  Hutchins  on  his  regular  trip  and  20  on  his 
Port  trip.  At  the  Port  school,  5  of  the  17  children  rode  with  Mr.  Hutchins.  At 
the  Junior  High,  3  of  the  84  rode  with  Mr.  Staples,  and  22  with  Mr.  Hutchins,  11 
from  the  Port  and  11  from  other  districts.  At  the  High  School  27  of  the  106  pu¬ 
pils  rode  with  Mr.  Hutchins,  11  from  the  Port  and  16  from  other  districts.  Mr. 
Hutchins  route  takes  in  the  district  including  Harriman  and  Bear  Hill  Roads  and 
Lake  Attitash  and  Emery  Street- 

In  1931,  rainy  day  tickets  could  not  be  bought;  funds  were  not  available  on 
the  transportation  budget.  It  was  hoped  to  buy  a  few,  under  the  estimate,  in 
1932.  Rainy  day  tickets,  when  funds  make  them  available,  are  given  out  during 
bad  weather  to  pupils,  especially  the  younger  pupils,  who  live  at  considerable 
distance,  but  still  within  the  transporting  distance. 

On  September  24  and  November  23  your  superintendent  appeared  at  special 
hearings  at  the  State  House  to  protest  against  any  compulsory  requirements 
which  might  further  increase  the  cost  of  transportation  to  Massachusetts  towns, 
unless  the  state  were  willing  to  reimburse  the  added  expense. 


(3)  CENTRE  SCHOOL 

The  status  of  this  ancient  building,  erected  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  before 
the  first  locomotive  used  in  America  was  imported  from  England,  moved  to  its 
present  location  when  the  amount  of  the  national  debt  was  less  than  six  million, 
and  built  in  its  present  form  the  year  the  Pacific  Railroad  was  completed,  is  too 
well  known  to  citizens  to  need  comment.  The  time  is  fast  drawing  near  when 
citizens  will  demand  better  surroundings  for  their  children,  in  school  and  on  the 
playground.  Better  surroundings  educate  for  better  homes;  stronger  eyes,  better 
health,  and  more  happiness  are  by-products  of  good  window  lighting,  good  venti¬ 
lation  and  proper  play  space,  it  is  worth  the  sacrifice.  The  cost  of  a  modern 
school  house  is  $8,000  to  $10,000  a  room,  and  the  present  available  borrowing 
capacity  of  Merrimac  is  about  $61,500.  Certainly  citizens  will  think  long  and 
well  before  entering  into  any  other  major  community  project  to  involve  bonds 
which  will  tie  up  and  reduce  this  amount.  Ideally  there  should  be  a  twelve-grade 
building  housing  six  years  of  elementary  school,  three  years  of  junior  high  and 
three  years  of  senior  high,  under  one  principal,  with  adequate  transportation. 
This,  however,  would  not  be  possible  within  the  available  borrowing  capacity  of 
Merrimac;  half  would  have  to  be  donated.  Even  if  the  legislature  granted  special 
permission,  the  burden  would  be  too  great.  But  such  a  system  would  permit  of  a 
specialist  in  each  field  for  the  whole  upper  school,  junior  high  students  and  all. 
These  specialists  could  supervise  without  extra  cost  the  work  pertaining  to  their 
subjects,  in  the  grades,  and  thus  integrate  the  whole  system  and  smooth  out  edu¬ 
cational  progress.  All  students  would  have  access,  when  needed,  to  laboratories 
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and  to  all  facilities.  A  new  six-room  elementary  school,  which  is  within  the  reach 
of  the  town,  would  be  a  proper  start,  under  the  financial  conditions,  towards  a 
complete  modern  system  of  this  sort.  Later,  if  desired,  a  six-year  junior-senior 
high  school  could  be  built  beside  it,  and  could  be  consolidated  with  it. 

The  present  Centre  School  is  the  chief  concern  of  this  item.  Throughout  1931 
this  school  has  retained  its  same  staff  of  teachers.  Two,  Mrs.  Manning  and  Miss 
Titcomb,  studied  during  the  summer  a  course  entitled  “Methods  of  Teaching  Oral 
and  Silent  Reading”  given  by  Professor  Charles  R.  Rounds.  With  them  was 
Mrs.  Davis  of  the  Port  School. 

In  the  spring  Mrs.  Kingsbury  was  ill  for  several  weeks.  During  this  period 
Mrs.  Emily  Mooar  was  sixth  grade  substitute  and  Mrs.  Briggs  was  acting  principal. 

The  fall  term  opened  with  an  enrollment  in  the  second  grade  that  exceeded 
by  13  the  seating  capacity  and  by  6  the  floor  space  for  seats.  The  problem  was  met 
by  transferring  four  pupils  to  the  Port  and  sending  three  others  ahead.  For¬ 
tunately  for  the  congested  room,  the  good  preparation  under  Miss  Kennedy  soon 
became  evident.  But  a  helping  teacher  is  needed,  particularly  in  these  earlier 
grades,  for  pupils  having  difficulty,  as  well  as  for  retarded  pupils  and  problem 
pupils.  Both  Salisbury  and  West  Newbury  have  such  helping  teachers  in  the 
early  grades.  In  the  Centre  School  building,  however,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
know  where  to  place  such  a  teacher,  even  if  there  were  funds  on  the  budget  for 
obtaining  her. 

9 

The  number  of  pupils  repeating  grades  is  as  follows:  Grades  1-5,  II-5,  III-4, 
IV-4,  V-5,  VI-1.  The  distribution  of  marks  for  the  whole  school  at  the  end  of 
the  first  bi-monthly  marking  period  was  as  follows:  A’s  6.3%,  B’s  35.0%,  C’s 
43.7%,  D’s  10.7%,  F’s  4.3%.  The  total  number  of  marks  was  1430.  The  school 
enrollment,  after  adjustment,  was:  Grade  I — 43,  II — 48,  III — 41,  IV — 39,  V — 40, 
VI— 30. 

In  September  the  hours  for  the  first  grade  were  extended  to  11.30  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  and  to  3.00  in  the  afternoon,  to  give  full  time  for  needed  help.  In  this  grade 
a  few  pupils  were  allowed  to  enter  on  trial  although  they  were  slightly  below  age; 
this  was  possible  because  of  a  decreased  entering  enrollment.  It  was  impossible 
in  September,  1930.  Whether  it  will  be  possible  in  September  1932  will  depend 
upon  the  number  who  pass  their  fifth  birthday  on  or  before  April  1,  1932.  Such 
children  are  entitled  to  enter  anyhow;  others  will  be  considered,  upon  request,  in 
so  far  as  space  is  left. 

In  Grades  IV  to  VI,  pupils  are  working  for  State  Library  Reading  Certifi¬ 
cates.  In  this  project  the  local  library  and  Miss  Susanna  I.  Sayre  have  been  very 
co-operative. 

For  a  Thanksgiving  project,  Mrs.  Kingsbury  reported  the  distribution  by  the 
children  of  sixteen  baskets.  During  this  work,  Mr.  Zenas  Lovell  lent  his  truck 
and  a  driver  for  2^  hours,  and  added  candy. 

Mrs.  Kingsbury,  in  her  year-end  report,  writes:  “We  have  stressed  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  service  as  important  factors  in  good  citizenship.  In  the  corridors,  on  the 
playgrounds,  and  in  our  classes  we  have  found  many  chances  to  practice.” 

(4)  MERRIMACPORT  SCHOOL 

On  April  25  the  committee  voted,  for  reasons  stated  under  “Financial,” 
to  close  in  June  the  upper  room  at  the  Port.  The  enrollment  there  at  the  time 
was  17,  i.  e.,  Grade  IV — 7,  V — 3,  VI — 7.  On  May  21  Mr.  Gunnar  M.  Sande,  Mr. 
Andrew  Mader,  and  Mr.  Fred  L.  Regis  were  given  a  hearing  with  the  school  com¬ 
mittee  at  the  town  office.  Continuance  of  the  room,  or  transportation,  was  de¬ 
sired.  As  a  result  of  the  hearing  an  article  was  put  in  the  warrant  at  the  special 
town  meeting.  The  $260  appropriation,  which  passed,  carried  the  necessary 
$65  a  month  for  the  four  months  of  1931,  September  through  December.  If  the 
1932  appropriation  is  sufficient  to  allow,  the  whole  extra  $650  for  the  ten  school 
months  will  be  carried  on  the  regular  school  budget. 
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During  the  summer,  following  the  special  appropriation  of  $1500,  new  inside 
toilets  and  a  heating  system  with  Williamson  furnace  were  added.  A  partition 
was  placed  across  the  room  and  a  fire  escape  door  was  built.  Since  the  special 
appropriation  figure  was  not  met,  the  necessary  extra  funds  were  taken  from  the 
regular  school  appropriation. 

\ 

At  present,  beside  the  school,  sink  drain  water  from  an  outside  source  runs 
upon  the  open  ground;  this  should  be  corrected. 

For  the  fall  Mr.  Homer  Turner  was  elected  janitor;  Mr.  Charles  Colman  had 
resigned. 

The  fall  enrollment  included:  Grade  I — 6,  II — 9,  III — 2.  The  distribution 
of  marks  was  A’s  4.0%,  B’s  38.8%,  C’s  57.2%.  The  number  of  repeaters  was  2. 

Throughout  the  year  school  work  has  been  running  smoothly,  but  the  spring 
attendance  was  interrupted  by  chicken  pox.  Books  and  materials  have  been 
similar  to  those  used  at  Centre.  Parents  and  friends  of  the  school  have  been 
helpful.  On  May  18,  Miss  L.  J.  Crawford  gave  the  children  an  object  lesson  in 
geography  on  China.  In  the  late  fall  there  was  a  small  fire  in  another  part  of  the 
building. 

(5)  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

In  January  Miss  Lydia  Risi  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut),  began  her  work  in 
the  department  of  English  and  mathematics.  Miss  Risi  is  a  graduate  with  the 
A.  B.  degree  from  Tufts,  1929.  At  college  she  studied  education  under  Dr.  Edwin 
A.  Shaw.  She  did  her  practice  teaching  in  the  Southern  Junior  High  School  of 
Somerville,  Massachusetts.  For  the  year  following  her  graduation  she  substituted 
in  the  Bridgeport  Junior  High  Schools,  and  taught,  during  the  second  semester, 
in  the  Bridgeport  Evening  High  School. 

During  the  spring  there  were  four  active  organizations  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  Van  Houten  and  Miss  Risi:  The  Audubon  Society,  The  Dramatic  Club, 
The  Science  Club,  and  The  French  Society.  Three  Torridaire  Hot  Pads  and 
fillers  were  given  to  Commander  Donald  B.  Macmillan  for  the  school  at  Nain, 
Labrador.  On  May  15  the  8th  grade  made  an  educational  trip  to  and  about 
Boston. 

On  June  12,  the  candidates  for  graduation  held  interesting  class  day  exercises, 
with  the  usual  class  parts  and  the  planting  of  ivy  by  the  class  president,  James 
Liberty.  Posters  and  drawings,  done  through  Miss  Kelly,  were  exhibited  about 
the  rooms.  On  the  evening  of  June  16,  twenty-seven  graduated,  nine  with  honors; 
The  address  was  by  the  Reverend  J.  L.  McCorison  of  Haverhill. 

For  September  Mr.  Howard  G.  Patchett  of  Amesbury  was  elected  principal. 
Mr.  Patchett  is  a  graduate  of  Ontario  (Canada)  High  School,  and  of  Union  Col¬ 
lege,  Nebraska,  from  which  he  holds  the  B.  A.  Degree.  He  has  also  attended  the 
Atlantic  Union  College.  From  Clark  University  he  received  the  master’s  degree 
(M.  A.)  in  history  and  economics,  in  1926.  Mr.  Patchett  has  taught  in  the  Beech- 
wood  Academy,  Indiana,  and  in  the  Claremont  Junior  College,  South  Africa. 
For  three  years  he  was  principal  of  the  Zulu  Training  School,  Natal,  South  Africa, 
and  for  three  more  years  was  principal  of  the  Bethel  Training  School,  C.  P.> 
South  Africa. 

The  fall  term  opened  with  an  enrollment  that  exceeded  by  5  the  seating  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  7th  grade  room,  upstairs.  Seats  had  to  be  added,  about  the  stove. 
In  the  seventh  grade  room  there  were  47;  in  the  eighth  37.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  marking  period  the  distribution  for  the  school  was:  A’s  10.5%,  B’s  32.9%, 
C’s  33.7%,  D’s  15.2%,  F’s  7.7%. 

There  are  several  needs  about  the  building,  e.  g.,  a  screen  on  the  South  window 
on  the  East  side,  for  preventing  the  breaking  of  glass  during  baseball,  shelves  for 
books,  new  curtains,  etc. 

The  following  words  from  the  year-end  report  of  Mr.  Patchett  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest  : 
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“On  the  part  of  teachers  and  students  alike,  a  harmonious  working  spirit  has 
pervaded  the  activities  of  the  Junior  High  School  during  1931. 

“Students  of  the  Jupior  High  School  age  present  many  problems.  They  are 
active  and  investigative.  Among  them  are  children  of  different  nationalities, 
creeds,  and  social  background.  Some  of  them  will  continue  their  studies  in  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  learning ;  others  must  go  to  work  as  soon  as  the  state  law  will 
permit.  The  problem  at  this  age,  therefore,  is  one  of  guidance.  It  is  the  burden 
of  those  in  charge  to  place  before  the  student  body  the  right  ideals  of  citizenship 
and  character,  the  qualities  that  make  men  and  women  successful,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  guide  the  students  in  their  outlook  on  life. 

“In  order  that  the  school  work  may  be  more  efficient,  the  library  is  being 
brought  up  to  the  state  standard.  Books  listed  in  this  certificate  not  obtainable 
at  the  Public  Library  are  being  placed  in  the  school  library.  Plans  are  also  being 
made  to  strengthen  the  science  work. 

“During  the  year,  the  school  has  operated  successfully  a  monthly  paper,  a 
French  club  in  which  several  French  songs  have  been  learned,  and  a  dramatic 
club  with  weekly  programs. 

“A  good  radio  and  a  better  system  of  bells  for  passing  of  classes  and  for  fire 
signal  would  be  assets  to  the  school.” 

(6)  MERRIMAC  HIGH  SCHOOL 

In  1931  two  new  members  were  added  to  the  high  school  staff:  Miss  Ruth  E. 
MacDuffee  of  Cliftondale,  Massachusetts,  to  the  department  of  English,  and  Miss 
Roberta  C.  Annon  of  Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  to  the  department  of  history 
and  economics. 

Miss  MacDuffee  is  a  graduate  of  Saugus  (Mass.)  High  School.  In  1931  she 
received  from  Tufts  the  A.  B.  degree  in  English,  with  magna  cum  laude  rating. 
Her  work  included  education,  and  her  extra  curriculum  activities  included  dra¬ 
matics,  elocution,  debating  and  hockey.  In  the  Merrimac  High  School  sfce  is  also 
teaching  elementary  science,  which  was  one  of  her  minors  at  college.  Miss  Mac¬ 
Duffee  spent  the  summer  of  1931  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Miss  Annon  is  a  graduate  of  the  Central  High  School,  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire,  and  of  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  from  which  she  received 
the  B.  S.  degree  in  1931.  Her  major  was  history  and  the  social  sicences;  her 
scholarship  rating  was  high.  Her  college  work  included  seven  courses  in  education 
and  her  extra  curriculum  activities  included  many  forms  of  athletics;  she  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  four  teams.  For  five  months  she  taught  in  the  Orphans’  Home  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  New  Hampshire.  At  the  Merrimac  High  School  she  teaches  a  class  in  intro¬ 
ductory  business,  in  addition  to  her  work  in  history  and  economics.  Miss  An¬ 
non  spent  the  summer  of  1931  at  Lake  Sunapee,  New  Hampshire. 

From  November  23  to  the  end  of  1931  Miss  Bernice  H.  Lester  of  Ipswich, 
Massachusetts,  substituted  for  Miss  Annon,  who  was  ill.  Miss  Lester  is  likewise 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  department  of  history  and 
economics.  During  the  spring  of  1931  Miss  Lester  was  teaching  in  the  Nashua 
junior  and  senior  high  schools. 

The  Merrimac  High  School  is  in  excellent  condition;  staff  and  pupils  are 
working  with  noteworthy  community  spirit  and  loyalty.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  number  of  rooms  and  of  teachers  is  not  such  that  each  teacher  can  confine  her¬ 
self  to  her  specialty.  With  a  combined  junior-senior  high  school — three  years 
of  each, — this  would  be  possible  under  one  principal  with  no  increase  of  total  staff. 

Throughout  the  year  there  have  been  many  activites,  in  addition  to  the  ath¬ 
letics  and  school  paper  of  which  Mr.  McKay  will  speak.  These  have  included: 
on  February  7  a  costume  dance,  sponsored  by  the  Student  Council;  on  March  14 
a  drama,  Stray  Cats,  sponsored  by  the  Literary  Club;  on  May  8  a  junior  promenade 
and  on  June  5  a  senior  promenade;  on  June  18  graduation  (set  a  week  ahead  since 
there  had  been  little  interruption  of  work  and  the  whole  required  180  days  had 
been  made) ;  on  December  1 1  the  senior  play,  In  the  Octagon. 
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At  the  end  of  the  first  marking  period  the  distribution  of  marks  for  the  school 
was:  A’s  13.2%,  B’s  26.9%,  C’s  36.3%,  D’s  17.4%,  F’s  6.2%. 

Not  only  in  the  academic  department,  but  also  in  the  commercial  department, 
there  has  been  the  same  reach  for  results  throughout  the  year.  In  the  spring, 
two  seniors,  Miss  Dorothy  Eastman  and  Miss  Arlene  Merrill,  were  awarded  the 
gold  ‘ ‘Order  of  Gregg  Artists”  honorable  mention  emblem  pins  in  a  contest  cover¬ 
ing  many  hundreds  of  schools  in  respect  to  legibility,  speed,  and  general  excellence, 
of  stenographic  notes. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  three  pictures  were  framed:  a  map  of  Merrimac  by  Elsie 
M. Pease,  the  Old  Frigate  Constitution,  and  the  Gilbert  Stuart  picture  of  Washing¬ 
ton  which  was  presented  by  Congress. 

(7)  MUSIC 

Mr.  Douglas  A.  Porrell,  music  supevisor  in ’the  Merrimac  schools  during  the 
past  five  years,  was  granted,  at  his  request,  a  year’s  leave-of-absence-without-pay, 
beginning  in  the  fall.  Since  September,  music  has  been  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Doris  C.  Currier.  Mrs.  Currier  received  her  training  at  the  Institute  of 
Music  Pedagogy.  She  comes  to  us  with  years’  experience  in  her  present 
work;  for  the  last  six  of  these  she  has  been  supervisor  of  music  in  the  West  New¬ 
bury  schools.  During  the  fall,  a  combined  Merrimac- West  Newbury  high  school 
orchestra  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Currier  was  formed. 

(8)  DRAWING 

In  the  fall  of  1931  Miss  Annie  A.  Kelly  began  her  sixth  year  as  drawing  super¬ 
visor  in  the  Merrimac  Schools.  The  following  words  from  her  year-end  report 
will  be  of  interest.  The  Merrimac  High  School  seal  referred  to  was  done  by  John 
O.  Walker  of  the  class  of  1932.  It  has  been  reproduced  in  rubber;  it  contains  the 
words  “Truth,  Knowledge,  Honor,”  and  a  Grecian  lamp,  a  quill,  and  a  book. 

“Mr.  Newell,  State  Director  of  Drawing  says  that  drawing  should  not  be  tied 
up  in  a  bundle  by  itself,  but  should  enrich  the  other  school  subjects.  We  have 
found  several  opportunities  recently  to  prove  this  true. 

“At  the  high  school  several  students  entered  a  contest  to  design  a  school  seal. 
By  vote  of  the  students  the  design  made  by  John  Walker  was  chosen,  and  has  been 
reproduced  and  used  in  many  ways.  Members  of  the  drawing  class  are  furnishing 
cartoons  and  headings  for  the  Jamaco  Journal. 

“At  the  junior  high  school  a  health  project  sponsored  by  Mrs.  Badashaw, 
Public  Health  Nurse,  was  worked  out  with  posters  and  exhibits  for  store  windows. 
Several  business  men  of  the  town  very  kindly  lent  their  windows  and  furnished 
goods  for  the  exhibits.  Mrs.  Badashaw  and  I  greatly  appreciated  their  interest 
and  assistance. 

“In  the  grades  at  Christmas  time  our  aim  was  to  produce  the  most  useful 
attractive  gifts  at  least  cost.  Many  children  carried  out  the  same  ideas  at  home. 

“The  co-operation  of  the  librarians  at  the  Public  Library  had  made  it  possible 
for  exhibits  of  work  in  the  various  schools  to  be  held  during  the  year.” 


(9)  GENERAL 

One  tuition  pupil  is  in  Rocks  Village  School,  and  another  is  expected;  the 
tuition  is  $60  apiece. 

One  pupil  is  continuing  in  the  Haverhill  Trade  School ;  the  tuition  of  vocational 
pupils  in  not  paid  from  the  school  appropriation. 

On  March  20  Merrimac  teachers  visited  other  schools. 

On  March  24  Mr.  Ralph  P.  Robinson,  formerly  with  MacMillan,  lectured  to 
the  children  on  the  far  north. 
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On  May  12  Officers  Andrews  and  Keegan  conducted  a  campaign  in  the  schools 
for  safety  on  the  highways. 

On  May  29  the  schools  held  appropriate  exercises  for  Memorial  Day. 

On  October  8,  Fire  Prevention  Day,  Chief  Aaron  A.  Hume,  together  with 
Mr.  Bridges  and  Mr.  Bailey,  accepted  the  invitation  to  inspect  the  schools,  wit¬ 
ness  fire  drills,  and  make  suggestion  for  reducing  fire  hazards.  The  high  school 
was  cleared  in  35  seconds. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  get-togethers  which  have  helped  the  spirit 
of  school  unity.  Among  these  were  the  social  at  Centre  School  on  January  14, 
and  the  supper  and  evening  at  the  Old  Sawyer  House  on  October  22. 

(10)  UNION  PROJECTS 

In  1931,  as  in  1930  and  1929,  union  teacher  meetings  have  been  held  in  the 
Merrimac  High  School,  the  Woodbridge  School,  Newbury,  the  Central  School, 
West  Newbury,  the  Spalding  School,  Salisbury,  and  the  Byfield  School.  On  the 
same  afternoon  there  has  been  a  meeting  of  the  teachers  club  of  the  district,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  MacKay.  On  May  27  a  banquet  was  held  for  a  retiring 
teacher,  and  on  September  24  a  get-acquainted  meeting  and  luncheon  in  Parker 
Hall,  Newbury. 

At  the  regular  meetings  in  the  spring  of  1931,  the  West  Newbury  supervisor 
specialists  presented  to  the  rest  of  the  teachers  of  the  union,  for  oral  and  written 
criticism,  and  subsequent  revision,  the  courses  of  study  within  their  fields  which 
they  had  worked  out  in  conjunction  with  the  room  teachers  for  the  first  six  grades. 
On  April  6,  the  first  and  second  grade  teachers  of  the  district,  together  with  teach¬ 
ers  from  Amesbury,  who  were  invited,  discussed  with  Professor  Florence  M. 
Fisher  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  certain  problems  of  beginners  in  reading.  Wher¬ 
ever  funds  have  permitted,  standardized  achievement  tests  have  been  given  spring 
and  fall  throughout  the  district.  Comparisons  have  been  made.  Standardized 
tests  are  accompanied  by  data  which  show  what  has  been  the  normal  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  country  at  large  for  each  subject  in  each  grade. 

(11)  PLAYGROUND 

It  is  fitting  in  a  school  report  for  1931  that  members  of  the  Lions  Club  and 
all  others  who  have  aided  in  bringing  the  playground  situation  to  the  present 
point  should  receive  a  hearty  note  of  thanks.  The  next  move  awaits  the  will  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  In  general,  a  school  committee  is  not  in  a  position,  finan¬ 
cially  or  otherwise,  to  administer  a  public  playnogrund  not  connected  with  a  school 
building.  Whether  citizens  desire  to  appoint  a  playground  commission,  or 
whether  they  wish  to  foster  temporary  administration  of  a  playground  by  an  or¬ 
ganization,  or  whether  they  desire  that  the  land  rest  in  state  for  the  present,  they 
should  in  all  events  take  no  action  or  be  party  to  any  document,  which  could  cause 
entanglements  later  in  case  they  desire  to  build  a  school  house  upon  it.  Public 
playgrounds  and  school  grounds  are  separate  concepts  in  municipal  administration, 
and  must  not  be  confused.  School  departments  are  interested  in  playground 
projects,  however,  because  playground  commissions  and  other  administrators  are 
usually  willing  to  co-operate  by  setting  aside  liberal  periods  for  use  by  school 
children. 


(12)  HEALTH 

C 

During  February  and  March  the  work  at  Centre  School  was  interrupted  by  a 
mild  epidemic  of  chicken  pox;  as  many  as  20  were  out  at  a  time  in  the  first  grade. 
In  the  fall  there  were  a  few  bad  interruptions  of  work  in  individual  cases  by  im¬ 
petigo. 

On  May  7,  at  both  the  Centre  School  and  the  Port,  Health  Day  was  celebrated 
by  a  series  of  plays  which  dramatized  the  principles  involved.  Out  of  doors, 
behind  the  Central  School,  visitors  came;  there  were  likewise  visitors  at  the  Port. 
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Throughout  the  year  the  health  work  in  the  school  was  aided  by  the  health 
readers  purchased  in  1929,  and  was  hindered  by  the  lack  of  a  playground,  the  lack 
of  a  physical  instructor,  and  the  lack  of  a  school  dentist.  Merrimac  remains  the 
only  town  in  the  district  without  a  school  dentist. 

During  1931  Minimum  Quarantine  Regulations,  as  outlined  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  were  adopted  by  the  Merrimac  Board  of 
Health  for  the  local  schools.  A  feature  during  the  year  was  the  diphtheria  pre¬ 
vention  clinic  in  May. 

Herewith  follows  the  December  school  report  of  Mrs.  Jean  Badashaw,  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Nurse: 


Children  visited  in  their  homes . . .  270 

School  visits . .  312 

Pupils  enrolled  in  four  schools .  456 . 

Pupils  examined  by  Doctor,  nurse  assisting .  320 

Pupils  examined  by  nurse .  456 . 

Number  of  pupils  with  defects:  teeth,  132;  corrections  98; 
vision  14;  corrections  4 

Contagious  diseases . ■ .  27 


On  May  8,  15,  22,  we  had  3  clinics  giving  toxin  anti-toxin  to  129  children, 
pre-school  and  school  ages.  Treatment  was  given  by  Dr.  Archibald  of  the  State 
Department  and  Dr.  Sweetsir. 

On  June  25  the  pre-school  clinic  was  held  at  Centre  School.  20  children 
attended  and  were  given  physical  examination  by  school  physician  to  find  out  if 
they  were  physically  fit  to  enter  school. 

(13)  PATRONS 

During  the  spring  the  Red  Cross  sponsored  a  program  of  Pasteurized  milk  for 
underweight  children.  120  half-pint  bottles  were  on  hand  daily. 

Miss  Eva  Hoyt,  in  behalf  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  has 
been  very  helpful  in  respect  to  classroom  flags. 

The  Merrimac  Grange,  No.  171,  P.  of  H.,  gave  a  reception  on  September  16 
to  the  teachers,  school  committee,  and  friends  of  the  school.  Mr.  Carl  L.  Schrader, 
State  Supervisor  of  Physical  Education,  spoke  on  the  creed  of  absorbing  the  in¬ 
terest  of  youth  by  proper  recreation  facilities. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Merrimac  Parent  Teachers  Association  has  taken  a 
keen  and  helpful  interest  in  the  schools.  At  a  meeting  on  September  17  each 
teacher  in  the  system  told  the  parents  present  certain  phases  of  school  work.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  the  P.  T.  A.  offered  to  frame  for  the  several  school  rooms  the 
congressional  pictures  of  George  Washington,  in  anticipation  of  the  coming  bi¬ 
centennial  celebration. 

Merrimac  schools  need  patrons, — helpful,  interested  patrons.  Every  citizen 
should  be  no  less. 

Honors,  and  attendance  and  other  data,  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  PAGE,  Ed.D., 

Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

Doctor  J.  C.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  Members  of  the  School  Board: 
Gentlemen : 

I  herewith  tender  my  fourth  annual  report  of  progress  of  the  Merrimac  High 
School. 

The  total  enrollment  this  year  is  107,  the  largest  for  the  past  four  years. 
This  number  is  distributed  as  follows: 


Enrollment 

Gen. 

Coll. 

Prep. 

Sc. 

Prep. 

Norm. 

Comm. 

.  » 

Total 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Total  No. 
Students 

Seniors : 

Girls . 

5 

3 

1 

3 

12 

20 

Boys . 

1 

2 

5 

8 

Juniors : 

Girls . 

2 

1 

1 

10 

14 

21 

Boys . 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Sophomores : 
Girls . 

3 

2 

3 

11 

19 

34 

Boys . 

3 

6 

1 

5 

15 

Freshmen : 
Girls . 

2 

2 

1 

13 

18 

32 

Boys . 

2 

2 

1 

9 

14 

19 

10 

11 

14 

53 

63 

44 

107 

Perhaps  one  of  the  outstanding  things  noticeable  in  the  high  school  this  year 
is  an  improvement  in  the  general  attitude  and  spirit  of  the  student  body.  Al¬ 
though  not  lacking  in  this  respect  in  the  past,  a  finer  sense  of  co-operation  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  students.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  improvement.  It  may 
be  the  reaction  due  to  a  more  competent  faculty;  it  may  be  the  fruits  of  student 
government  just  becoming  evident;  it  may  be  the  combined  result  of  several  in¬ 
fluences.  At  any  rate  such  an  improvement  deserves  commendation  for  its  re¬ 
sults  are  far  reaching  and  everything  which  the  student  body  attempts  must  there¬ 
by  benefit. 

The  high  school  maintains,  as  in  the  past,  college  entrance  standards  in  all 
relative  subjects.  An  unusual  large  percentage  of  graduates  go  on  to  higher  in¬ 
stitutions  of  learning  for  various  professions  and  vocations. 

The  Jamaco  Journal  has  to  this  writing  been  tremendously  successful  in  its 
reception  by  the  students  and  the  townspeople.  A  novel  idea  was  conceived  to 
include  town  news  with  the  school  news  in  order  to  expand  the  circulation  of  the 
paper.  This  has  not  only  helped  to  place  more  abundantly  the  activities  of  the 
school  before  the  townspeople,  but  has  made  it  possible  to  publish  an  eight  page 
newspaper  for  a  much  reduced  price. 

Noteworthy  in  athletics  is  the  football  team  which  the  high  school  sponsored 
this  year  for  the  first  time.  Largely  through  the  before  mentioned  school  spirit, 
the  boys  played  through  an  undefeated  season  even  though  they  played  much 
more  experienced  teams.  Although  the  team  suffered  no  serious  injuries,  two 
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members  received  painful  injuries  which  crippled  the  team  and  made  it  necessary 
to  play  two  less  games  than  were  planned. 

Interclass  games  in  both  boys’  and  girls’  basketball  have  aroused  more  en¬ 
thusiasm  than  ever  before.  In  this  way  a  large  percentage  of  the  students  are 
induced  to  participate  in  athletic  games.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many 
townspeople  have  attended  these  games  and  have  taken  a  lively  interest  in  them. 
We  trust  that  in  the  near  future  it  will  be  possible  to  conduct  games  in  the  out-of- 
doors  on  a  suitable  playground. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  high  school  the  Senior  Class  wore  caps 
and  gowns  at  their  graduation.  The  material  from  which  these  gowns  were  made 
was  gray  which  differentiated  them  from  the  regailia  of  the  college  graduate.  The 
advantages  of  this  practice  seem  varied.  The  students  rent  the  gowns  for  two 
dollars  each  for  a  week.  Thus  they  may  wear  them  during  Baccalaureate  Sunday, 
during  the  last  week  in  school,  and  at  the  Commencement  exercises.  Not  only 
is  the  class  uniformly  dressed  in  the  world  wide  dignified,  recognized  symbol  of 
the  graduate,  but  such  a  procedure  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  new  clothes 
for  the  students  for  Baccalaureate  and  for  Commencement,  an  advantage  which 
many  parents  will  appreciate.  If  they  so  desire,  the  students  may  still  dress 
more  lavishly  at  the  class  reception.  The  choice  of  clothes  for  graduation  has  al¬ 
ways  been  left  to  the  class.  Perhaps  the  use  of  caps  and  gowns  at  graduation  will 
be  adopted  more  often  in  the  future  when  the  advantages  are  more  commonly 
understood. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  the  following:  High  School  Graudates,  1931, 
Junior  High  School  Graduates,  1931,  High  School  Scholarship  Honors,  Com¬ 
mencement  Program,  Prizes  awarded  at  Commencement  Exercises,  High  School 
Athletic  Data,  and  the  School  Curriculum. 

I  thank  Doctor  Page  and  the  School  Committee  for  their  kind  consideration 
and  support. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  MACKAY, 


Principal. 
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HIGH  GRADUATES— 1931 


Evelyn  Hope  Beloff — General  Marian  Lucille  Howe — General 

Grace  Eglantine  Chaput — Commercial  Wilfred  George  Journeay — General 
Alice  Elizabeth  Doust — Commercial  Gertrude  Catherine  McCarron — Normal 

Dorothy  Rose  Eastman — Commercial  Elizabeth  Arlene  Merrill — General 

Kenneth  Gordon  Fowle — Scientific  Prep.  Pearl  Morgan — Commercial 
Frances  Lucia  Gilmore — Normal  Helen  Adele  Peaslee — College  Prep’tory 

Yvonne  Estelle  Hardy — Commercial  Nordis  Mae  Annette  Sande — Comm’cial 

George  Larkin  Trefethen — Scientific  Preparatory 


JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES— 1931 


Francis  Bailey 
Mnez  Blackden 
Harlan  Blaisdell 
*Bessie  M.  Bond 
Sophie  A.  Bushong 
Richard  Calnan 
Natalie  Carroll 
Muriel  Corney 
*Howard  L.  Delong,  Jr. 

*Honor  Pupil 


Margaret  Dow 
Phyllis  Harvey 
*Arlene  Hirst 
*James  Liberty 
*Elinor  MacDonald 
Norma  Mader 
*Elbert  McConnell 
Ruth  E.  Metcalf 
*Paul  E.  Morgan 


Marjorie  Odiorne 
Pearl  Robinson 
Roland  Roy 
Hortense  Sande 
*Lucille  Schiavoni 
John  Sloban 
Chester  Streeter 
Virginia  Streeter 
Ida  Thornton 


HIGH  SCHOOL  SCHOLARSHIP  HONORS 


High  school  honors  are  arranged  in  order  of  rank,  but  an  asterisk  (*)  or  a 
(t)  means  a  tie.  All  honors  are  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1931.  For  high 
honor  the  year’s  average  must  be  90%  or  over;  for  honor  from  85%  to  90%. 
The  highest  on  the  list  has  a  year’s  average  of  93!4%- 


Norma  Goodwin,  ’34 
Phyllis  Colby,  ’32 
Charlotte  Franklin,  ’32 

*Helen  Sanuk, 


Rosella  Lawrence,  ’32 
Marie  Busch,  ’34 
John  Walker,  ’32 


High  Honor 

Kenneth  Fowle,  ’31 
Ada  Lawrence,  ’34 
Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32 
’34  Iva 

Honor 

Charlotte  Haskell,  ’32 
George  Trefethen,  ’31 
jlrene  Hargraves,  ’34 


Virginia  Harrison,  ’34 

*  Jennie  Joudrey,  ’33 

*  Willard  Kelly,  ’34 
Sylvester,  ’33 


fDqrothy  Eastman,  ’31 
Arthur  Hoyt,  ’33 
Eleanor  Archibald,  ’32 


COMMENCEMENT  PROGRAM— 1931 


1.  March 

2.  Invocation . Rev.  Fr.  John  Killion 

3.  Salutatory . Dorothy  R.  Eastman 

4.  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving . . . . School  Chorus 

.5.  Class  History . Helen  A.  Peaslee 

6.  Class  Will . Pearl  Morgan 

7.  Class  Prophecy . Yvonne  E.  Hardy 

8.  Country  Gardens — Moonlight  and  Starlight . School  Chorus 

9.  Class  Gifts . George  L.  Trefethen 
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10.  Class  Poem . 

11.  Fair  Cuba . 

12.  Address . 

13.  O  Sole  Mio . 

14.  Valedictory . 

15.  Presentation  of  Medals  and  Awards 

Washington  and  Franklin  Medal 
Typewriting  Awards 
Shorthand  Awards 
Balfour  Award 


Wilfred  Journeay 
.  . .  School  Chorus 
..Frank  Robinson 
.  .  . .  School  Chorus 
, . .  .Kenneth  Fowle 


Presented  by 
C.  D.  MacKay,  Principal 


16.  Presentation  of  Diplomas . . . Harry  A.  Pease 

17.  “Star  Spangled  Banner” 

18.  Benediction 


Prizes  Awarded  at  Commencement  Exercises 

Name  of  Award  Winner 

Washington-Franklin  Medal . Kenneth  Fowle 

(Awarded  for  excellence  in  the  study  of  American  History) 

Balfour  Award . Kenneth  Fowle 

(Given  to  student  highest  in  scholarship,  loyalty  and  achievement) 

Attendance . Grace  Chaput 

(Not  absent  for  9  consectuive  years) 


HIGH  SCHOOL  ATHLETIC  DATA— 1930-31 

Boys  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Basketball — 

Captain  Wilfred  Journeay,  ’31,  Manager  Irving  Blake,  ’33,  John 
Lancaster,  ’32,  George  Trefethen,  ’31,  Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32, 
Ronald  Sarasin,  ’33. 

Girls  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Basketball — • 

Captain  Charlotte  Haskell,  ’32,  Manager  Yvonne  Hardy,  ’31,  Char¬ 
lotte  Franklin,  ’32,  Pearl  Morgan,  ’31,  Esther  Sargent,  ’32,  Arlene 
Smith,  ’32,  Ruth  Sheldon,  ’33. 

Boys  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Baseball — 

Captain  Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32,  Manager  Kenneth  Fowle,  ’31, 
Wilfred  Journeay,  ’31,  Ronald  Sarasin,  ’33,  George  Trefethen,  ’31, 
Leon  Dow,  ’34,  Roland  Roy,  ’35,  Arthur  Hoyt,  ’33,  Bernard  Ca- 
sazza,  ’33,  Harold  Smith,  ’34. 

Boys  who  earned  a  Letter  in  Football — 

Captain  Charles  Whitcomb,  ’32,  Manager  Daniel  Hargraves,  ’34, 
Andrew  Marshall,  ’32,  John  Lancaster,  ’32,  Arthur  Hoyt,  ’33, 
William  Calnan,  ’34,  Ernest  Preble,  ’34,  Eugene  Deminie,  ’34, 
George  Bacon,  ’34,  Leon  Dow,  ’34,  Harold  Smith,  ’34,  Cary  Rey¬ 
nolds,  ’34,  George  Merritt,  ’35,  Clarence  Darby,  ’36. 

Those  earning  a  Letter  for  Cheer  leading — 

Myrtle  Reynolds,  ’33*  Cary  Reynolds,  ’34. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  CURRICULUM 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


129 


HIGH  SCHOOL  CURRICULUM — {Concluded) 
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ATTENDANCE  HONOR  ROLL 

Not  Absent  for  9  Years,  Setpember  1922  to  June  1931 

Grace  Chaput 

Not  Absent  for  5  Years ,  September  1926  to  June  1931 

Donald  DeLong 

Not  Absent  for  4  Years,  September  1927  to  June  1931 
Margaret  Dow  John  Franklin 

Not  Absent  for  3  Years,  September  1928  to  June  1931 
Leona  Noone  Allegra  Spinney 

Not  Absent  for  2  Years,  September  1929  to  June  1931 

Ansel  Clark  Frederick  Kennett  Shirley  Lord 

George  Clark,  Jr.  Helen  Kennett  Pearl  Robinson 

Ransford  Spinney 

Not  Absent  for  1  Year,  September  1930  to  June  1931 


Eugene  Deminie 

High  School 
Lucille  Godin 

Helen  How 

Barbara  Beloff 

Junior  High  School 

Flora  Belle  Joudrey 

Natalie  Carroll 

James  How 

Winnifred  Reardon 

Hortense  Sande 

Phyllis  Hoyt 

Hazel  Zinck 

Lucille  Schiavoni 

Robert  Adams 

Centre  School 

Grade  VI 
Mythel  Collins 

Leon  Smith 

John  Burgess 

Arlene  Hazeltine 

Dorothy  Urquhart 

Gertrude  Bacon 

Grade  V 

Philip  Earle 

Jack  Sargent 

Harrison  DeLong 

Sylvia  Tammik 

Grade  IV 
Elaine  Noone 

Bernice  Trefethen 

Grade  III 

None 

Grade  II 

Edith  Thornton 

Joseph  Sloban 

Grade  I 

None 

Merrimacport  School 
Grade  VI 

Frances  Plona  Lillian  Sande 


Grade  V 

Grade  IV 

Grade  III 

Grade  II 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Grade  I 

Eugene  Pierce 
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COMMENDABLE  ATTENDANCE  LIST 


Eleanor  Archibald 
Mary  Bacon 
Herman  Beloff 
George  Busch 
William  Calnan 
Everett  Carroll 
Lorin  Clark 
Alice  Doust 
Charlotte  Franklin 
Evelyn  Gilmore 
Frances  Gilmore 
Yvonne  Hardy 
Daniel  Hargraves 


High  School 

Virginia  Harrison 
Beatrice  Hazeltine 
Janice  Howe 
Arthur  Hoyt 
Margaret  Hoyt 
Flora  Hutchins 
Jennie  Joudrey 
Willard  Kelly,  Jr. 
Ada  Lawrence 
Edward  Larivee 
John  McCarron 
William  McCarron 
Elizabeth  Merrill 


Elsie  Pease 
Constanti  Sanuk 
Helen  Sanuk 
Nordis  Sanuk 
Esther  Sargent 
Arlene  Smith 
Harold  Smith 
John  Tammik 
George  Trefethen 
John  Walker 
Charles  Whitcomb 
Bradford  Whittier 
Beatrice  Urquhart 


Inez  Blackden 
Harlan  Blaisdell 
Sophie  Bushong 
Richard  Calnan 
Howard  DeLong 

Mary  Plona 


Junior  High  School 


Arlene  Hirst 
Elbert  McConnell 
Ruth  Metcalf 
Paul  Morgan 
Chester  Streeter 


Virginia  Streeter 
Glenna  Blackden 
Helen  Brady 
Robert  Calnan 
Harriet  Hutchins 
Mabel  Urquhart 


Centre  School 


Melnott  Connor 
Harold  Fitzgerald 
Arnold  Hargraves 
Frances  Hutchins 


Robert  Burbeck 
Karl  Busch 
Clyde  Frost 


Marjorie  Fowle 
Isabelle  Heath 
Mary  Hutchins 

Anna  Sargent 


Leo  Busch 
Ruth  Donahue 


Raymond  Anderson 
Everett  Fowle 

Francis  Noone 


Grade  VI 

Raymond  McConnell 
George  Odiorne 
Roland  Roberge 
Gladys  Robinson 

Grade  V 

Robert  Hoyt 
Alcha  Huntress 
Roger  Knight 

Grade  IV 

Thomas  Lally 
Forrest  Lavalley 
Frank  Merritt 


Grade  III 
Ellen  Flynn 
Thomas  Jones 
Helen  Tammik 

Grade  II 

Eva  Heath 
Winifred  Hutchins 


George  Sargent 
Ralph  Sargent 
George  Stevens 
John  Thornton 


Arthur  Lockwood 
Alfred  Merritt 
Berdina  Schiavoni 


Natalie  Merritt 
John  M  unroe 
Arthur  Ollis 
Ida  Zinck 


Winifred  McCarron 
Rachel  Munroe 


John  MacMahon 
Reed  Manning 
Albert  Zinck 


Grade  I 

James  Christie  Ruth  Franklin 

Eleanor  DeLong  John  Hutchins 

Clayton  Metcalf 


Myrna  Lavalley 
Dorothy  McCarron 
Ruth  Staples 
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Merrimacport  School 


Sylva  Clark 


Norman  Deminie 

Catherine  Clark 


Grade  VI 

Grade  V 
Bertha  Clark 

Grade  IV 
Marjorie  How 

Grade  III 

Grade  II 
Clinton  Piper 

Grade  I 

Verna  Piper 


Marion  Harvey 


Catherine  McMaster 
Charlotte  Pierce 
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ATTENDANCE  DATA 


September  1930  to  June  1931 


School  and  Grade 


HIGH . 

JUNIOR  HIGH: 

Grade  8 . 

Grade  7 . 

Total  Junior  High . . 

CENTRE 

Grade  6 . 

Grade  5 . 

Grade  4 . 

Grade  3 . 

Grade  2 . 

Grade  1 . 

Total  Centre . 

MERRIMACPORT 

Grades  4—6 . 

Grades  1 — 3 . 

Total  Port . 


Average 

Percent  of 

Membership 

Attendance 

91.36 

95.88 

26.48 

97.25 

37.97 

94.98 

64.45 

96.12 

40.98 

95.65 

30.58 

94.62 

31.95 

95.59 

29.4 

92.27 

44.89 

93.45 

46.56 

91.14 

224.36 

93.79 

15.34 

94.53 

15.97 

94.61 

31.31 

94.57 

Total  for  town 


411.48 


95.09 
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